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Given my career is cemented in advancing higher education  
opportunities, it should come as no surprise that I am a strong advocate for lifelong 
learning. I have been consistently reminded this year that knowledge is often  
accumulated in ways never anticipated. 
There have certainly been many lessons gleaned the past several months as I’ve 
partnered with the campus community and peer administrators across the state to  
determine how best the University’s mission can be 
fulfilled during the pandemic. What stands foremost 
in my mind as a result of the challenges and collabora-
tion is ample evidence that Redbirds are resilient and 
responsive. 
Consider the spring semester. There were  
some who asked me if the term would be lost when  
students vacated campus in March as the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) spread. I was confident that learning and 
teaching would continue, as it did with an online format. 
We also maintained the tradition of celebrating our 
graduates with a ceremony, albeit virtually. 
Summer proved to be an equally successful season. 
Although a great deal of time was spent grappling with 
the effects of COVID-19 and preparing for the fall semester, classes continued. The Pre-
view orientation program was conducted, with progress made on some construction and 
maintenance projects. These outcomes were feasible because the University’s students, 
faculty, and staff rallied to find a way forward. 
A positive response was witnessed from other cohorts as well, specifically alumni 
and friends who partnered with the campus community to successfully conclude the 
University’s comprehensive fundraising campaign. Redbirds Rising ended June 30 with  
a total of $180.9 million raised, exceeding the $150 million goal.
The campaign’s purpose was to support scholarship, leadership, and innovation 
across the University. I am pleased and humbled that so many deemed this to be a worthy 
objective, as evidenced by the campaign numbers. Alumni accounted for 30,554 of the 
more than 56,000 total donors, confirming that graduates are Redbird proud. In addition, 
more than $118,000 was received in the Redbird Response Fund that was created to  
assist students facing a financial emergency caused by COVID-19. 
Leading the University through this pandemic has been a challenge. I have studied 
topics and contemplated tough dilemmas I never would have envisioned when I became 
ISU’s president six years ago. I took the job confident that Illinois State was strong and 
stable with a bright future. Despite the unforeseen hurdles created by the pandemic,  
I can assure you these truths remain. I can also attest with pride and gratitude that  
Redbirds are indeed rising. 
 
Larry H. Dietz, Ph.D. 
President, Illinois State University
FirstWord
Illinois State (USPS 019606) is published four times 
annually for donors and members of the Illinois State 
University Alumni Association at Alumni Center, 
1101 N. Main Street, Normal, Illinois 61790-3100. 
Periodicals postage paid at Normal, Illinois, and at 
additional mailing offices.
Magazine editorial offices are located at 1101 N.  
Main Street, Normal, Illinois 61790-3100; telephone  
(309) 438-2586; facsimile (309) 438-8057; email 
Alumni@IllinoisState.edu; Website IllinoisState.edu/
Magazine. Postmaster: Send address changes to 
Illinois State, Illinois State University, Campus Box 
8000, Normal, IL 61790-8000.
Material may be reprinted with prior approval,  
provided no commercial endorsement is implied  
and credit is given to the author, to Illinois State 
University, and to Illinois State.
Website: IllinoisState.edu
Illinois State University, as an equal opportunity/
affirmative action employer, complies with all 
applicable federal and state laws regarding affirmative 
action, nondiscrimination, and anti-harassment. 
Illinois State University is committed to a policy 
of equal opportunity for all persons and does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, 
sex, national origin, sexual orientation, order of 
protection, gender identity and expression, ancestry, 
age, marital status, disability, genetic information, 
unfavorable military discharge, or status as a 
veteran in employment, educational programs and 
activities, or admissions. Inquiries or complaints 
may be addressed by contacting the director of the 
Office of Equal Opportunity and Access by email at 
EqualOpportunity@IllinoisState.edu, by calling (309) 
438-3383, or by mailing to the office at Illinois State 
University, Campus Box 1280, Normal, IL 61790.
21-14779. This document is available in alternative 
formats upon request by contacting Alumni 
Engagement at (309) 438-2586.
Steve Smith ’89, M.S. ’93 
President

















Stacy Ramsey ‘92, M.S. ‘94
Marsha Reeves ‘80, ‘03
Nikita Richards ‘06, M.S. ‘15
Brent Scholl ’81
John “J.D.” Schurter ’11, 
MBA ’17
Stan Shingles ’82, M.S. ’88
Alice Spann ‘78
Leah Walton ‘88, M.S. ‘92
Kathy Bohn ‘74, M.S. ‘80 
Board of Trustees  
Alumni Liaison
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
Susan Marquardt Blystone ’84, M.S. ’03
ALUMNI EDITOR 
Rachel Kobus ’09, M.S. ’11
LEAD DESIGNERS 
Dave Jorgensen, M.S. ’03 
Michael Mahle
DESIGNERS 
Jeff Higgerson ’92 
Sean Thornton ’00, M.S. ’17 
Evan Walles ’06 
Carol (Jalowiec) Watson ’08
WEB EDITOR 









8 Kudos to the Class of 2020
   There was disappointment when spring com-
mencement became a virtual celebration. That 
didn’t dampen the enthusiasm of graduates, 
especially Tristen Sharp, who finished a degree 
despite two traumatic brain injuries. She and 
others in the Class of 2020 share lessons learned 
from living during a pandemic.
12 Collaboration exemplified 
   One core university value is collaboration, which 
was essential to campus operations as the coro-
navirus spread. President Larry Dietz relied on a 
partnership with dozens across disciplines when 
deciding how to protect Redbirds while continu-
ing ISU’s mission to learn and teach.
15 Keepers of the campus 
   The shift to working at home was a challenge 
most ISU employees faced for weeks beginning 
in March. Essential workers physically stayed on 
the job. They created a team tasked with prepar-
ing meals, cleaning buildings, caring for farm 
animals, providing campus security, and more.   
21 Caring through COVID-19
   Redbirds across the country have made a differ-
ence during the pandemic, from helping neigh-
bors to standing on the frontlines. Two graduates 
who exemplify the outreach are nurse Angel 
Pulido ’15, who cares for COVID-19 patients; 
and photojournalist Rachel Bujalski ’11, as she 
captures how the homeless are impacted. 
DEPARTMENTS
 2 University News
 6 Redbird Athletics
28 #Redbird Proud
30 Class Notes
On the cover: The face mask is a universal symbol for 
COVID-19. This issue focuses on how the Redbird com-
munity has overcome challenges posed by the pan-
demic—from decision-makers on campus to essential 
staff, alumni on the frontlines, and students in the Class 
of 2020. Illustration by Mike Mahle




The Illinois State campus com-munity shared in the outrage and grief following the death of George Floyd at the hands 
of Minneapolis Police Department offi-
cers during the spring. President Larry 
Dietz voiced strong opposition against 
what he called “a crisis of human behav-
ior.”
“Extreme acts of hatred across our 
country are unfortunately all too famil-
iar. When they occur while we should be 
joining together to face the greatest glob-
al health threat in memory, it borders on 
the unimaginable,” Dietz said in a letter 
addressed to faculty, staff, and students 
following the killing that sparked weeks 
of protest across the country. 
He noted in his comments the 
deaths of two others that deserve equal 
attention and accountability. “On behalf 
of the University community, I extend 
our heartfelt sympathies to the families 
of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and 
Ahmaud  Arbery,” Dietz wrote. “We join 
in mourning their tragic deaths.”
He described the loss of each life as 
a “racist act of violence so vile and so sys-
tematic as to test our limits of compre-
hension.” Dietz also reiterated that the 
University welcomes civil discourse as 
it operates according to core values that 
include diversity and inclusion, respect, 
and integrity. He encouraged conversa-
tion that recognizes the right of all indi-
viduals to speak out and strengthens the 
University as well as society overall. 
“As president of Illinois State, I have 
pledged to work harder to make ours a 
campus that embraces the humanity, the 
gifts, and the diverse  contributions of 
each and every individual who joins the 
Redbird community,” Dietz said. 
“There is no room on our campus 
for bigotry and hatred. I ask each of you 
to embrace and carry out ISU’s core val-
ues of fostering an inclusive environment 
characterized by cultural understand-
ing  and engagement, ethical behavior, 
and a commitment to social justice.”
Dietz also spoke at a gathering of 
an estimated 800 people in downtown 
Bloomington on May 31, shown above. 
He noted the University would have held 
a similar event had the campus not been 
largely vacated in June due to the ongo-
ing coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.
Taking a stand
President speaks out against violent racist acts
UniversityNews
Lewis Marien, The Pantagraph
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Carnegie recognizes 
engagement efforts
Illinois State has received the Carn-
egie Foundation for the Advancement 
of Teaching’s Elective Classification for 
Community Engagement. The Universi-
ty is one of 359 institutions nationwide to 
hold the classification that runs six years.
“Civic Engagement is a core value of 
this university, and I am pleased that the 
Carnegie Foundation has recognized our 
commitment and efforts,” said President 
Larry Dietz, who initiated plans to create 
ISU’s Center for Community Engage-
ment and Service Learning that opened 
in 2017. 
The Carnegie classification is given 
based on an institution’s infrastructure 
for community engagement, curricular 
dedication, tenured faculty scholarship, 
and established campus-community 
partnerships. ISU’s center supports stu-
dents, faculty, and staff with in-class and 
out-of-class learning experiences offered 
in partnership with the community. One 
example is alternative break opportuni-
ties.
“This is an acknowledgement of 
who and what we are as an institu-
tion,” said Christine Bruckner, an assis-
tant director at the center. “By going 
through this process, we’ve identified 
where we are and where we’ve been, 
and that allows us to look at how we can 
adapt and continue to grow.”
VP and Provost chosen
Dr. Aondover Tarhule began serving as 
the vice president for Academic Affairs 
and Provost July 1, following the retire-
ment of Dr. Jan Murphy. He came to 
ISU from Binghamton University in New 
York, where he was vice provost and 
dean of the graduate school.
A physical geographer, Tarhule’s 
work on climate impacting water scarcity 
and security has been featured in Nation-
al Geographic and Nature. His research 
has appeared in international journals 
and book chapters. He has secured more 
than $5 million in grants from such agen-
cies as the National Science Foundation, 
the United States Agency for Interna-
tional Development, the National Insti-
tute of Health, and the United States 
Geological Survey.
New position created for 
diversity and inclusion
The need for an administrator to support 
centers and programs on campus geared 
toward populations that are underserved 
and connected through affinity groups 
has been met with the appointment of 
Dr. Doris Houston to a new diversity 
role.
A professor in the School of Social 
Work, Houston is interim assistant to 
the president for diversity and inclusion. 
The position was created by President 
Larry Dietz to move diversity initiatives 
forward on campus.
Houston will collaborate with vice 
presidents on strategic plan development 
and implementation; faculty, staff, and 
student recruitment and retention; and 
professional development through a lens 
of diversity, inclusion, and social justice. 
She will oversee review of the Campus 
Climate Implementation Task Force, and 
work as a liaison to the Diversity and 
Inclusion Advisory Council. 
“This position will provide the orga-
nizational leadership necessary to ensure 
that we foster a campus environment 
characterized by cultural responsiveness 
and a commitment to social justice,” said 
Houston, who served as director of ISU’s 
Center for Child Welfare and Adoption 
Studies. 
A past recipient of the David A. 
Strand Diversity Achievement Award, 
Houston chairs the president’s Diver-
sity and Inclusion Advisory Council. She 
served as one of the leads of the Steering 
Committee for the recent Campus Cli-
mate Task Force. 
Three online degrees 
among best in nation
Illinois State has again been recognized 
by U.S. News & World Report for online 
The Carnegie Foundation classification recognizes the work students do as they participate in civic outreach 
throughout the academic year. One local event was this Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service held in 2019.
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academic excellence. The University 
ranked 23rd in the publication’s 2020 
listing of Best Online Bachelor’s Pro-
grams and 111th in the Best Online Mas-
ter’s in Nursing Programs category. 
ISU offers an online program for 
registered nurses to obtain a bachelor’s 
in nursing through the Mennonite Col-
lege of Nursing, and an online health 
information management sequence 
through the Department of Health Sci-
ences in the College of Applied Science 
and Technology. 
The online graduate degree is in 
nursing systems administration and 
offered by Mennonite. 
Undergraduate programs were rat-
ed on engagement, services and tech-
nologies, faculty credentials and training, 
and expert opinion. Student excellence 
was an additional category considered 
for the graduate program evaluation. 
Unique teacher training  
funded by government
The U.S. Department of Education has 
awarded $1.23 million in grant funding 
for ISU to prepare teachers to work with 
infants and toddlers who are blind or 
deaf. The program that combines special 
education and speech language pathol-
ogy courses addresses a need for profes-
sionals to work with young children.
 “We have a perilous shortage of ear-
ly intervention practitioners for children 
who are blind or deaf, ages birth to three. 
These early years are a critical time, not 
just for development of the child, but 
also for the families,” said Dr. Maribeth 
Lartz, a deaf education professor. 
She and Dr. Mindy Ely, an assistant 
professor of low vision/blindness educa-
tion, are leading the five-year program 
that offers ISU students a unique inter-
disciplinary learning opportunity. “We’re 
not aware of any similar interdisciplin-
ary programs geared toward ages 0-3 in 
the country,” Lartz said. “The goal is to 
train professionals to empower families 
to meet their needs and those of their 
children throughout their lives.”
The first year of the grant will be 
devoted to developing the curriculum 
and coursework for the integrated pro-
gram. The remaining years will yield an 
increase in graduate enrollment by sup-
porting two cohorts of new students as 
they complete the two-year program that 
includes fieldwork experience. 
ROTC cadets attend 
commissioning event
Illinois State 2020 graduates Sarah Mad-
ura and Ryan Schmitz were among 1,000 
cadets selected across the country to par-
ticipate in the National Commissioning 
Ceremony held this summer. Both hold 
the title of 2nd Lt. in the U.S. Army. 
“When the Secretary of the Army 
administered their oath, they demon-
Where are they now?
Ed Hines believes that Illinois State provided an outstanding work environment. Prior to 
ISU, he was an administrator at Carnegie-Mellon University, a full-time research fellow at 
Ohio State after earning a Ph.D. in educational administration, and an assistant professor at 
SUNY-Albany, New York. 
As soon as Hines saw the pictures of the doctoral graduates on the “wall of fame” 
in the Department of Educational Administration and Foundations (EAF), he wanted to 
join the College of Education faculty. His ISU career included ranks as associate professor, 
professor, and distinguished professor. 
A recipient of the ISU Outstanding Researcher Award, Hines taught graduate courses 
in higher educational administration and college student personnel administration. He was 
very involved with EAF’s doctoral cohort in Thailand.
Hines found ISU to be extraordinary, especially its emphasis on students, active learn-
ing, and collaborative student involvement with faculty in research and scholarship. He is 
proud to have taken students to state, regional, and national professional meetings where 
research findings were presented with students. 
Beyond teaching, Hines served for 15 years as editor of Grapevine in the Center for the 
Study of Educational Policy in DeGarmo Hall. The work involved compiling annual data on state fiscal support for higher education. 
He and his wife, Judy, a former Bloomington Junior High teacher, have been singing for 55 years. As soon as they arrived at ISU in 1981, she 
joined the ISU Civic Chorale. Ed joined in 1985. They chaired the chorale’s 50th Anniversary Celebration and packed the ISU Center for Performing 
Arts for the concert. Memories include concerts in Chicago, Springfield, on campus, and a trip to Europe with ISU music students. The couple cre-
ated the ISU Civic Chorale Excellence Fund. They continue to support the University as donors in the 1857 Society.
Hines retired in 2006 and began writing historical books. Included are a history of the Bloomington-Normal Unitarian Universalist Church, 
the ISU Civic Chorale, and the Hines family of Meadville, Pennsylvania. Two ancestors were decorated Civil War veterans. In 1751, two brothers 
from Southwestern Germany settled in Penn’s Woods, later to become the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 
Hines is still active in the EAF Department and stays in touch with former students and colleagues. He can be contacted at erhines@Illinois-
State.edu, (309) 661-2799, or 10281 Old Sawmill Road, Bloomington, IL 61705.
College of Education Distinguished Professor Emeritus Ed 
Hines and wife, Judy
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strated an immense level of commit-
ment and dedication to a life of selfless 
service,” said ISU Lt. Col. Kraig Kline 
’99, M.S. ’03. Chair of ISU’s Department 
of Military Science, Kline described the 
opportunity as a high honor.
Madura was selected for active duty 
as a nurse, while Schmitz was selected 
for active duty as an infantry officer. Both 
contributed to ISU’s ROTC program 
vision of excellence. “Their devotion to 
duty and patriotism warrant the respect 
and admiration of a grateful nation each 
and every day,” Kline said.
Research focuses on 
industrial hemp growth 
Rebecca Dywer is Illinois State’s first 
agronomy graduate student to study 
industrial hemp production. She is col-
lecting data to help establish guidelines 
that producers can use in growing indus-
trial hemp in Illinois. 
Industrial hemp is a sustainable 
crop banned in the state for nearly 80 
years. In 2019, Illinois had more than 600 
hemp growers—all operating without a 
growing guide specific to the state. 
With more than 25,000 recognized 
end uses, industrial hemp will create an 
economic system for farmers looking to 
add a crop to their rotation. Products 
range from building materials to use in 
clothing and rope
ISU was awarded a Universi-
ty Research License from the Illinois 
Department of Agriculture this year. The 
ISU Hemp Project is based on the Uni-
versity’s Research Farm and led by Dr. 
Nicholas Heller, assistant professor of 
crop sciences in the Department of Agri-
culture.
Alum establishes chair  
in biological sciences
A $2.5 million gift from the estate of Dr. 
Fred Gletten ’71 will establish the Dr. 
Fred Gletten Endowed Chair in Biologi-
cal Sciences. Gletten’s gift, made during 
the Redbirds Rising campaign, is the 
largest gift to the School of Biological 
Sciences in Illinois State history.
“We’re honored Dr. Gletten chose 
to continue his legacy at Illinois State 
by providing for an endowed chair in 
his estate,” President Larry Dietz said. 
Gletten’s memory “will live on through 
the students who learn, grow, and engage 
in transformational research in Illinois 
State’s biology school.”
Gletten came to ISU in 1968 on a 
football scholarship and majored in biol-
ogy. He earned a master’s in microbiol-
ogy at Howard University, where he also 
completed a medical degree. He later 
completed an internship, residency, and 
fellowship in gastroenterology at UCLA 
Wadsworth V.A. Hospital. 
Gletten, who died in 2017, taught for 
more than 20 years as an assistant clini-
cal professor of medicine at UCLA. He 
also practiced in Los Angeles alongside 
two other gastroenterologists. His gift 
will support the scholarly work of a dis-
tinguished biology faculty member. Stu-
dents will also benefit from the oppor-
tunity to study under the distinguished 
scholar who will hold the chair position. 
Grant funds advance 
chemistry lab work
Helping chemists fine-tune reactions in 
the lab has taken on new importance 
given COVID-19. Dr. Andy Mitchell’s 
work providing insights into chemical 
reactions will continue with a $231,000 
National Science Foundation (NSF) 
grant.  
“We’re looking for new reactions 
and little nuances about current reac-
tions that will assist the broader sci-
entific community,” said Mitchell, an 
associate professor of organic chemistry. 
His focus is on carbon-based molecules 
that are the basis for life in plants and 
animals.
This is Mitchell’s second, three-year 
NSF grant for research on a specific type 
of reaction known as “cycloadditions” 
that form rings and build complexity. 
Mitchell describes his research as one 
piece of work to improve the processes 
chemists use and make reactions easier. 
The federal funding allows him to 
mentor undergraduate and graduate 
students in organic synthesis research, 
which uses chemical reactions to make 
organic compounds in the labora-
tory.  Several students have pursued a 
career in science as a result of their 
research with Mitchell.
Tests not required for  
2021 freshmen class
Freshmen seeking admission for the 
summer session or fall 2021 semester 
will not be required to submit a stan-
dardized test score as part of their appli-
cation. The move is intended to reduce 
anxiety for students in the upcoming 
application season.
 “We understand that many students 
will not have had an opportunity to test 
prior to the start of application season,” 
said Associate Vice President for Enroll-
ment Management Jana Albrecht, MBA 
’06, Ph.D. ’20. “The last thing we want to 
do is introduce additional stress into the 
process for students.” 
Students will still have the option to 
submit an SAT or ACT score. Doing so 
will not affect their standing negatively. 
Applicants who opt not to include a test 
score must submit a high school tran-
script. They will still be eligible to receive 
merit-based scholarships and join the 
Honors Program. Students whose appli-
cation requires further review may be 
asked for additional information, such as 
an academic personal statement.
Dr. Fred Gletten ‘71
Summer 2020   Illinois State   5 
RedbirdAthletics
Longtime Illinois State Athlet-ics public address announcer Steve Adams died from pan-creatic cancer in May at the 
age of 73. He left his mark beyond Athlet-
ics as well, devoting 37 years to a career 
in administrative positions that included 
enrollment management and admissions. 
Adams retired in 2011 as the vice 
president of Student Affairs. The divi-
sion’s Steve and Sandi Adams Legacy 
Hall of Fame was established in recogni-
tion of the couple’s commitment to ISU. 
Adams’ voice and trademark style 
were synonymous with ISU games for 
generations of Redbirds. He volunteered 
as the public address announcer for 
men’s basketball for 40 seasons, encom-
passing more than 600 home games. 
He also served as the public address 
announcer for football games until the 
renovation of Hancock Stadium, tallying 
more than 200 games. 
“The word iconic is not quite enough 
to describe Steve. To many, he was larger 
than life and was a proud Redbird,” said 
Athletics Director Larry Lyons ’86. “He 
represented not only Athletics but the 
entire University with his professional-
ism and dignity. He mentored so many 
young people and administrators, includ-
ing myself.”
Adams was inducted into the Percy 
Family Hall of Fame in 1992 as the Camp-
bell “Stretch” Miller Award recipient for 
his dedication and passion for Redbird 
Athletics. Other recognitions included 
the Neal R. Gamsky Quality of Student 
Life Award from Student Affairs, Illi-
nois Basketball Coaches Association 
Hall of Fame, and the University High 
School Alumni Association Pioneer Hall 
of Fame. 
Steve and Sandi received the 2017 
Joseph F. Warner Golden Redbird Award 
in recognition of their support of the 
Weisbecker Scholarship Fund and Illi-
nois State Athletics. Later that year, 
Adams was honored with the Missouri 
Valley Conference Most Courageous 
Award.
A native of Bloomington-Normal, 
Adams attended Metcalf Elementary 
School and University High School. He 
earned a degree in business administra-
tion from Illinois Wesleyan, then served 
three years in the U.S. Army in South 
Korea. He was awarded the Joint Ser-
vices Commendation Medal for Merito-
rious Service.
Time to mourn
Athletics, campus grieve loss of Steve Adams  
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Valley award recognizes  
student volunteer efforts 
Softball’s Mack Leonard is one of 10 student-
athletes named as a State Farm MVC Good 
Neighbor Award recipient for the spring of 
2020. The honor recognizes academic excel-
lence and good citizenship through sportsman-
ship and community service. 
An AFNI Honor Roll student and resident 
of Normal, Leonard carries a 3.91 grade-point 
average as an exercise science major. She 
volunteers with numerous organizations includ-
ing Recess Buddies, the Humane Society, 100 
Caring Adults, Eisenhower Elementary School, 
ISU’s move-in crew, and as a notetaker on 
campus. 
Work continues across venues 
Illinois State’s goal is to have the best-kept fa-
cilities in the Missouri Valley Conference, which 
requires hard work. The weeks when campus 
was quiet due to the coronavirus shutdown 
provided opportunity to tackle several projects. 
A new softball batting cage was installed, 
and new dugout padding added at the baseball 
and softball fields. The weight room floor was 
redone. A roofing project at Horton Fieldhouse 
was completed, and the faded handrails in 
Redbird Arena’s upper deck were painted. The 
Doug Collins Court was sanded, painted, and 
sealed.
Student-athletes set a semester depart-
mental grade-point average (GPA) record 
of 3.61 during the spring, topping the pre-
vious mark of 3.31. The 3.61 was earned in 
part due to the pass/no pass policy enact-
ed after classes moved online because 
of the coronavirus (COVID-19). All but 
two teams beat their previous team GPA 
records.
Women’s programs combined for a 
3.77 cumulative GPA, topping the pre-
vious high of 3.58. Men’s teams com-
bined to earn a 3.45 GPA, setting a new 
department standard. The women’s ten-
nis (3.97) and men’s tennis (3.95) teams 
were the GPA award winners for highest 
marks among the women’s and men’s 
programs, respectively.
A total of 378 student-athletes were 
named to the AFNI Honor Roll, account-
ing for 91 percent of the group. There 
were 162 who posted a perfect 4.0 during 
the spring semester, topping the record 
of 100 from last fall.
Department GPA record topped in spring 
Basketball alumnus creates scholarship
Joe Galvin ’80 left his mark at ISU by 
scoring more than 1,000 points and set-
ting a school record of 132 career blocks 
while a member of the men’s basketball 
team. His record for most blocks in a 
game holds at nine. 
Galvin is still impacting Athletics by 
creating with his wife the Joe and Jeanne 
Galvin “32” Scholarship Fund to benefit 
student-athletes in the Professional Sales 
Institute within the College of Business. 
“My wife and I saw this as an oppor-
tunity to connect not just our Illinois 
State roots but my roots in Bloomington-
Normal as well,” said Galvin, who was 
a starting center for three years on the 
ISU team.
Galvin is a member of Illinois State’s 
Athletics Percy Family Hall of Fame. He 
played professionally in the U.S. NBA 
with the Indiana Pacers and in Spain, 
where he won an international cham-
pionship in 1981. He is in the Illinois 
Basketball Coaches Association Hall of 
Fame. A business administration gradu-
ate, Galvin is the chief research officer 
for the business consulting firm Vistage 
Worldwide Inc.
Mack Leonard
Looking for Redbird  
gifts or gear?
Shop.GoRedbirds.com
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I t would have been poetic for Tris-ten Sharp to go from not knowing if she’d ever be able to put one foot in front of the other again 
to walking across the stage at Redbird 
Arena. She is a survivor of two car 
crashes that put her on death’s door 
step twice in a 20-month span prior to 
her first class at Illinois State.
But life tossed another curveball 
at her and her fellow graduates. The 
coronavirus (COVID-19) forced her 
final semester to an online structure. 
Spring commencement was also moved 
online, 
with the 
offer for May 
graduates to 
walk in the up-
coming December 
ceremony.
Sharp is well-versed 
at swinging for the fences 
when a difficult or drastic change 
comes her way. She’s gone through 
grueling rehab to relearn basic life 
skills and lives with painful reminders 
of traumatic accidents that perma-
nently damaged her brain. None of that 
deterred her from attending college 
and staying on track to pursue a career 
of fighting for others as a lawyer. In 
May, Sharp earned her pre-law degree 
after three years of study and less than 
five years after the first accident.
“Trust me when I say it’s the 
unexpected that changes our lives, but 
we must learn to adapt and overcome,” 
said Sharp, who was featured in the 
August 2018 issue of Illinois State. Her 
story serves as a motivator for fellow 
Redbirds during this time and beyond.
“To say she defied the word ‘quit’ 
would be an understatement, but in 
all fairness, it is an accurate statement 
used to define Tristen,” her mother, 
Brandy, said. “Quitting was never part 
of Tristen’s vocabulary.”
Sharp has always firmly believed 
in standing up for what’s right and has 
envisioned a career in law for what 
her mother says feels like an eternity. 
Those feelings formulated into a plan 
during high school, where she earned 
high academic honors and was MVP of 
her cheerleading team.
On October 14, 2015, the girl who 
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Despite the disappointment of classes abruptly transfer-ring to an online format and a delayed traditional 
commencement celebration, graduates 
from the Class of 2020 have found hope 
in trying times, strengthening their 
perspective about how Illinois State 
prepared them to thrive in an ever-
changing world. 
“I’ve learned that people can 
adapt very fast to new situa-
tions. With everything shutting 
down and social distancing 
going into effect, the world, I 
believe, has become more creative in ways 
to connect with people and show people 
that they care. Children crafting and put-
ting their artwork in the windows of their 
homes, car parades down someone’s street 
to show their celebration for a birthday, 
and much more. It brings a great big 
smile to my face to know that nothing can 
stop people from showing their love and 
care for one another. Our world will grow 
for the better, and we will stand strong 
once again. Stay safe and stay healthy.”
Emma Kolb, RECREATION AND 
PARK ADMINISTRATION
“I have learned the value of a nation and 
a world coming together toward a com-
mon goal because this pandemic could not 
be fixed without everyone’s efforts. I’ve 
learned how much we as humans rely on 
daily social interaction. But more impor-
tantly, I’ve observed the persistent nature 
of the human spirit to press on and make 
the best of our scary situation. I think it 
is also more evident now than ever how 
much we as humans rely on various forms 
of art to bring quality to our lives and 
thus, how important the fine arts are.”
Ashton Estell, MUSIC
“I have learned patience throughout 
this time and that it is OK to not have 
answers to everything. That it is OK to 
have plans change, because that’s what 
life tends to do sometimes. I learned to 
be flexible and to find the positives and 
light in every day. Society will be forever 
changed. I sure hope that people now 
understand how important hand washing 
and infection control really is. It’s the 
little things that help prevent illnesses. 
I’m happy society has become aware of 
that and will use this knowledge to be 
more mindful in the future.”
Anamarija Dimevska, NURSING
“The one thing I have realized dur-
ing lockdown that I want to remember 
forever is the way I have felt during this 
pandemic. Appreciating each moment 
and memory I have created at ISU, for 
the faculty and staff who went above and 
beyond day in and out, for the community 
that feels like home away from home. My 
biggest advice to other Redbird students 
who are hearing this right now would be 
never take anything for granted because 
you never know when it will be your last 
football game, your last Festival ISU, your 
last walk across the Quad. Don’t blink. 
Live in the moment. And appreciate your 
life as a Redbird before it’s gone.”
 Ali Rasper, JOURNALISM
“I am truly appreciative of the techno-
logical and educational advancements 
that our society has made in the field of 
education. We need to come together more 
than ever and realize that we are part of 
something amazing.”
Bradley Kolar, MIDDLE-LEVEL 
EDUCATION
“I have learned how good humanity is, 
and I wish it didn’t take a pandemic for 
others to do such amazing things for 
dreamed of fighting for others was 
in a fight for her own life. While 
crossing the street in her hometown 
of Mount Vernon, a vehicle struck 
Sharp and launched her into another 
car. She suffered a punctured lung, 
three pelvic breaks, a fractured sinus 
cavity, bilateral torn hip labrums, 
and a brain bleed so severe emer-
gency surgery was needed to remove 
the right side of her skull to allow 
for swelling. Sharp was in a coma for 
nearly a month.
She clawed her way back over 
18 months, working with tutors to 
complete her junior year before 
graduating with her peers. Her aca-
demic goals were still in place as she 
enrolled at Illinois State, yet she al-
most never got to campus. Just a few 
days after graduation in June 2017, 
she was in another fight to survive.
Sharp was a passenger in a 
vehicle struck on Interstate 57 by 
another driver who has since been 
sentenced to 14 years in the Illinois 
Department of Corrections for driv-
ing under the influence of drugs. 
Sharp suffered three brain bleeds 
opposite the side of her previous 
injuries. She had a broken neck, bro-
ken nose, and facial cuts. She once 
again had to regain simple skills.
Determined she would not 
delay the start of her degree, Sharp 
arrived on campus wearing a neck 
Tristen Sharp ‘20 
Graduates share UNEXPECTED life lessons
people. America comes together during 
times of crises like no other, and I think 
ISU is a microcosm example of that. My 
teachers have worked so hard to keep our 
classes going and are more approachable 
and reachable than ever. You can tell it 
isn’t a paycheck for them, it’s love of the 
students. I am proud to be a Redbird.”
Jacob Hopper, HORTICULTURE AND 
LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT
“I have learned that everyone is there for 
one another. No one is alone, and we’ve 
received nothing but help and resources 
from ISU. This is an unknown time and 
we’re all learning new things each day.”
Laurence Bender, MANAGEMENT 
AND ORGANIZATIONAL LEADERSHIP
“My hope is that after this historic mo-
ment, society will have greater apprecia-
tion for the little things—the fine arts, 
creators, and the everyday heroes that are 
our essential workers, emergency person-
nel, medical professionals, teachers, and 
more who continue to work so that we can 
continue to learn, grow, and live. Compas-
sion and understanding are some of our 
greatest tools through these events.”
Wesley Skym, THEATRE TEACHER 
EDUCATION
“Life’s circumstances will continue to 
change and test us, without fail. How we 
react to what we cannot control and how 
we treat one another will determine our 
ability to overcome the inevitable. We all 
need a little more faith, hope, and love!”
Victoria Kate Lee, CORPORATE MBA
“I’ve worked at ISU for five-and-a-half 
years and it has always been enjoyable, 
but seeing how quickly everyone came 
together to ensure the success of our 
students has been a really positive and up-
lifting time for me—making me even more 
proud to be a Redbird! This time has been 
stressful, but for me personally, it has 
reminded me of all the great things in life! 
It’s easy to get in the habits of our daily 
life and to forget about all that we can be 
grateful for, but this situation has helped 
me slow down, reflect, and truly appreci-
ate all that I have.”
Abby Weber, MASTER’S IN  
COLLEGE STUDENT PERSONNEL 
ADMINISTRATION
“Nursing is a very close-knit major, which 
also makes for a great support system in 
our current situation. We have all been 
in contact with each other and leaning on 
each other for support. Completing my 
degree in nursing has taken a lot of self-
discipline. Growing up on a small dairy 
farm in southern Illinois has 
taught me a strong work ethic, 
which I have applied while 
learning from home. To study 
from home is difficult at times, as I would 
rather spend time with my family. I feel 
I have learned how dedicated I am to my 
major and how I hope to be the best nurse 
possible by doing everything I possibly 
can for school and staying educated on 
the current pandemic.”
Kendall Lintker, NURSING
“I have learned to flow with the uncon-
trollable. Life is a big sea man, and it will 
present waters that may alter your origi-
nal route. If you make sure your spirit has 
a strong foundation, you will never fall off 
your boat.”
Antonio Crossley, MASS MEDIA 
COMMUNICATIONS
“I have learned that myself and society 
have adapted quickly to this new way 
of living and being able to push forward 
because of the conditions. In times like 
this, it is crucial that we all work together 
in order to see the light at the end of the 
tunnel and make the most of the situation.”
Erik Bend, FINANCE AND RISK 
MANAGEMENT AND INSURANCE
brace. She worked through Illinois State’s 
Student Access and Accommodation Services 
to arrange for a notetaker and began prepar-
ing for a career that could potentially spark 
memories of her own trauma at any time. That 
fact inspired her as she decided to specialize in 
personal-injury litigation.
She openly shares her journey to explain 
the lifelong effects of a traumatic brain injury 
and help others realize that their decisions 
change lives—a mindset that is ever so impor-
tant in today’s society. 
“I don’t want anyone to ever experience 
what I went through the past four-and-a-half 
years. If sharing my story makes someone think 
twice about their actions, then it was all worth 
it,” said Sharp, who has needed multiple surger-
ies. She recovered from one this past spring 
while completing online classes.
A Dean’s List student, Sharp’s next step is 
attending Southern Illinois University 
School of Law in Carbondale. She 
is grateful for her Redbird experi-
ence that has prepared her for 
the bright future she has always 
envisioned.
“I knew who I was and what I 
wanted for myself,” Sharp said. 
“Those setbacks were the driving 
force to push me to complete my 
undergraduate schooling in three 
years with two traumatic brain injuries and 
show everyone that I can do anything that I put 
my mind to, and that I am going to get the life 
that I so desperately intended for myself.”




ollaboration is one of Illinois State’s core values. Never before has 
it been more apparent or vital than with the planning required to 
continue the University’s learning and teaching in the midst of the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.
From the transition to distance learning when the virus 
rapidly spread across the country during the spring semester 
to plans for the fall term that evolved during the summer, 
Illinois State’s response has been cautiously contemplated  
and implemented. 
President Larry Dietz relied on partnerships across the 
University as he orchestrated the work required to determine 
when and how students would return to campus. There were 
15 teams of diverse individuals representing all areas of the 
institution assembled to create the blueprint titled Redbirds 
Return. 
Beyond reflecting federal, state, and local COVID-19 
guidelines, Illinois State’s 17-page document made clear 
the priorities established by Dietz. The first was to keep 
students, faculty, and staff healthy and safe. The second was 
to provide during the fall semester educational opportunities 
and inclusive experiences on campus in a manner as near to 
normal as possible.
The task was monumental, given all planning was done  
in the midst of uncertainty. 
“The past months have been anything but easy,” said 
Dietz, who has led the University through unprecedented 
HOW THE CAMPUS 
COMMUNITY MANAGED 
COVID-19
by Susan Marquardt Blystone
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The Emergency Operations Center became headquarters 
for making decisions about how ISU needed to respond 
to the virus. Team members gathered for governmental 
updates as well, including the viewing of a live news 
conference held by Illinois Gov. J. B. Pritzker in March, 
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The Emergency Operations Center became headquarters 
for making decisions about how ISU needed to respond 
to the virus. Team members gathered for governmental 
updates as well, including the viewing of a live news 
conference held by Illinois Gov. J. B. Pritzker in March, 
prior to the call for face masks to be worn. 
experience the Redbird collegiate life. 
“We conducted our planning for 
the fall semester classes with three 
scenarios in mind: completely in-
person, completely online, or a blended 
approach,” Dietz said. The Redbirds 
Return plan details how students this fall 
will experience a blended approach to 
instruction, with classes taught face-to-
face and in hybrid and online formats. 
They will live on campus and in adjacent 
off-campus apartments—study in Milner 
Library, work out in the Student Fitness 
Center, get a coffee at the Bone Student 
Center, and enjoy the fall beauty of the 
University Quad.”
There will be noticeable changes, 
from physical distancing and masks 
required to limiting the number of 
individuals at events. Details of the 
plan are shared online at Coronavirus.
IllinoisState.edu/fall-2020. 
“We have evaluated every aspect of 
the residential college experience and 
are working to mitigate health risks,” 
Dietz said, expressing his appreciation 
for all who partnered to keep ISU 
operational and prepare for students to 
return this fall. The work has resulted 
in the University remaining strong and 
stable despite the havoc created around 
the world and across the country by 
COVID-19.
“The global crisis is forcing change 
upon many industries, and education is 
surely not to be spared,” he said. “Still 
Illinois State remains on our path to 
becoming even more renowned as a 
comprehensive institution with a focus 
on access and affordability, located in a 
top college town, delivering outcomes 
that rival flagship universities.”
January. By the first week of February, 
the entire EOC team convened. 
Staff chosen for an EOC role are 
subject-matter experts in their field 
and full-time ISU employees who have 
undergone extensive training. They 
separated into more than a dozen groups 
that worked long days and weekends 
as they explored options, discussed 
ways to execute decisions, and managed 
communicating with ISU’s audiences. 
Internal conversation focused 
on travel advisories and study abroad 
programs initially, but rapidly transitioned 
into discussion about daily campus 
operations. By early March Dietz, the vice 
presidents, and other cabinet members 
joined EOC conversations that were 
scheduled for at least a couple of hours 
daily through the spring. 
The situation required major 
decisions be made rapidly, from having 
students vacate residence halls and 
moving spring classes to an online 
format to replacing the traditional 
commencement in May with a virtual 
celebration. All were gut-wrenching 
because every aspect of the Redbird 
experience was disrupted. 
“I was so impressed with the 
willingness of the faculty and staff to 
pitch in and learn a different way of 
teaching to serve our students, and 
the student’s willingness to pursue a 
different way of learning,” Dietz said in 
reflecting on how the spring semester 
ended. Throughout the summer session, 
which was also conducted via distance 
learning, he heard a consistent hope 
for a return to campus by August. The 
University community was equally 
eager for students to again be able to 
times by using both his head and his 
heart. He acknowledged in video forums 
scheduled with parents and students 
that beyond his administrative role, 
he is a father and grandparent who 
understands the concerns about safety 
and a desire to know what is ahead.
“I share the thirst for plain and 
simple answers. But by all accounts, 
simple answers have been far too few of 
late,” Dietz said. “The Greek philosopher 
Heraclitus said ‘The only thing that 
is constant is change.’ Never has that 
statement rung truer than throughout 
the COVID-19 pandemic and how our 
nation, state, and the University have 
responded to its numerous challenges.”
Crisis preparation done far in 
advance helped Illinois State be in a 
position to react quickly. The University 
had developed in 2009 as a result of the 
H1N1 outbreak a document detailing 
how to handle a pandemic. It served as a 
starting point in responding to COVID-19. 
Even more significant was the culture 
of preparedness created over the past 
several years, which has made the 
campus community ready for incidents 
caused by human action, created through 
nature, or connected to technology. 
Eric Hodges has championed the 
effort as director of ISU’s Emergency 
Management since 2013. He initiated 
creation of an incident management team 
and Emergency Operations Center (EOC). 
Fully equipped with technology and space 
for staff from every vice presidential 
area, the EOC has been headquarters  
for managing the virus at ISU.
Hodges was monitoring the spread 
of COVID-19 beyond China early in the 
year and sent out his first briefing in 
The University remains strong and stable, 
despite the havoc created by COVID-19.
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F or many weeks beginning in March, the majority of  Illinois State’s faculty and staff members transitioned 
to working from home as the coronavirus (COVID-19) spread 
in every state. 
Essential employees from areas across campus, however, 
continued to do their jobs on site. They completed tasks vital 
to the University’s operation, all while practicing physical 
distancing and wearing masks when that directive was given 
by government and health officials.
Whether making food for students, keeping the grounds 
safe and facilities clean, tending to farm animals, or simply 
making the campus more beautiful during the season for  
planting annuals, campus was buzzing with employees work-
ing diligently. Their efforts increased throughout the summer 
months as the University moved forward with plans to safely 
welcome students back for the fall semester. Cleaning efforts 
intensified and furniture was shifted in public places to ensure 
appropriate physical distancing would continue to be practiced. 
These individuals formed a core team of employees who 
were faithful behind the scenes. ISU photographer Lyndsie 
Schlink ’04 put them in the spotlight by capturing the daily 
tasks assigned in 12 different departments across campus. 
View all her images at News.IllinoisState.edu/Illinois-State.
ABOVE    School of Biological Sciences Greenhouse Manager Bethany Evans 
Campbell, M.S. ‘12, waters plants at the Felmley Collections Greenhouse.
andEssential 
exceptional 
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A Assistant Agricultural Research Technician Nathan McKeon loads a truck 
with processed grains at the feed mill at the University Farm in Lexington.
B Watterson Towers Residence Hall Coordinator Stephanie Alvarez-Rivera, 
M.A. ’19, processes keys and files room inspection forms at the area office at 
Watterson Towers.
C Electrician Matt Allen ‘06 traces a circuit for an LED lighting upgrade at the 
Carter Harris Building.
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E Mail Services Director Shannon Covey ‘96 and Shaunna Lucas gather mail in 
the Nelson Smith Building for campus departments to pick up. Mail Services 
has temporarily stopped making campus deliveries due to COVID-19.
F Building Service Worker Andrew Klapp empties a trash compactor and picks 
up trash that was in the chute and wouldn’t fit into the container at Watterson 
Towers.
G Event Management, Dining, and Hospitality Services Culinary Associates 
Jacob Reynolds, right, and Deguene Fall make pizzas in a prep kitchen at the 
Watterson Dining Commons.
H Building Service Worker Sue Perry waxes the floor in a suite at Watterson 
Towers.
E H  
F
G
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I Grounds worker Heather Vozzella ‘10 plants flowers at a greenhouse.
J Painters Brad Brakebill, foreground, and Chris Brown sand, caulk, and paint 
window frames and trim on the exterior of Fairchild Hall.
K University Police Telecommunicator Rachel Smiley ‘17 fields calls at the Police 
Department in the Nelson Smith Building.
L Heating Plant Fireman Rick Norris takes water samples from the boilers and 
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M Illinois State University Police Officer David Erickson ‘08 walks past the 
new INTO Illinois State waiting area on the second floor of Fell Hall during a 
building check.
N Endpoint Support Specialist Mark Pennington ‘93, right, helps sophomore 
interior design major Jekyra Felton-Cobb check out a laptop and 
troubleshoots any issues she might have working on classes remotely from 
her apartment.
O Grounds workers Jay Fitzgerald, foreground, and Jeremy Haag lay down a 
straw blanket after seeding a new patch of soil along the walkway adjacent to 
Horton Field House.
P Event Management, Dining, and Hospitality Services Bakery Assistant 
Brittany Marie Lee puts the finishing touches on a pan of S’mores in the 
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Redbirds Rising concluded on June 30, 2020





















88% SUPPORTING STUDENT 
SCHOLARSHIPS
SUPPORTING  
SCHOLARSHIP, LEADERSHIP, AND INNOVATION.
Thank you for your support of Illinois State, and  
for making Redbirds Rising a historic success.
YOU ARE REDBIRDS RISING
For more stories from the campaign visit, Giving.IllinoisState.edu/campaign.
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ON THE
FRONTLINES
For months, the nation has been bombarded with details of how the coronavirus (COVID-19) has brought heartache to families as loved ones perished. Health care workers became our heroes who worked with limited supplies and at their own peril to care for the ill, many of 
whom died with a nurse at their side because visitors were not allowed.  
A second prominent and repeated headline has been the economic impact. Jobs were lost and 
unemployment soared during the weeks of mandatory quarantine. Businesses permanently closed 
and countless families were left with debt that mounted as resources disappeared. 
Those hardest hit by the pandemic consequently fall on opposite ends of the spectrum— from 
health care to the homeless. Each group has been the focus of an alum determined to make a 
difference in the lives of those who have struggled to survive the pandemic.  
Alums caring for most vulnerable 
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by Kate Arthur
Sometimes it’s difficult to breathe. Over 
a 12-hour shift, Angel Pulido ’15 feels 
each warm breath under a sealed mask. 
Each day he pulls on a mask, gown, and 
gloves. He knows that no matter how 
careful, his precautions might not be 
enough.
“Being on the frontlines and hav-
ing to expose yourself to the virus, it’s 
scary,” he said. “You think to yourself, 
‘Am I going to get the virus today? Am  
I going to get sick?’ There’s a lot of 
uncertainty. Every day is new. It gets 
exhausting.”
As a nurse on the medical/surgical 
unit in the John H. Stroger Jr. Hospital 
of Cook County Health in Chicago, Pu-
lido usually cares for patients recover-
ing from surgery or suffering heart fail-
ure, kidney or lung disease. In March, 
his floor turned into a COVID-19 unit, 
where he cared for patients who were 
stable but so weak some couldn’t hold a 
toothbrush.
Everything changed. The most dif-
ficult transition wasn’t learning a new 
procedure or treatment. It was instead 
something he couldn’t do—spend time 
talking to patients, hearing their stories, 
getting to know their families. No visi-
tors were allowed, and he had to move 
in and out of rooms quickly to minimize 
his exposure.
“It’s hard because some of these 
patients have been in for weeks and 
have to go through this alone,” he said. 
“I can’t imagine myself in that situation. 
I would be devastated because my fam-
ily is everything to me.”  
NURSING THROUGH A NIGHTMARE
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At the end of his shift, he stores the 
mask that he uses up to two weeks. He 
disposes of his gloves, gown, and shoe 
covers and begins the 45-minute com-
mute to his apartment. What used to be 
a smooth transition from work to home, 
now takes miles to clear his mind.  
“Our job in the nursing field is to 
help you get to where you were before 
you got sick, to make sure you can go live 
your life,” he said. “Now we have cases 
where patients sometimes don’t recover, 
or take a lot longer to recover. Some-
times I come home and think, ‘What if I 
would have done this differently today? 
Would that have affected the outcome?’”
Like everybody else, Pulido had 
plans before the pandemic. He and his 
girlfriend wanted to go to Disneyland. 
They were going to visit Mexico, the 
country his grandparents left as im-
migrants. Instead he spent months in his 
apartment, only leaving for work and to 
get essentials, dropping groceries off to 
his parents who live 10 minutes away. 
He couldn’t watch the news. He started 
teaching himself guitar to relax.  
Pulido grew up on the north side 
of Chicago. His mother worked factory 
night shifts to provide for him and his 
sister. College didn’t seem like a possibil-
ity, but he knew he wanted to do some-
thing where he’d interact with people. 
“I’ve always had a big heart and 
want to help people anyway I can,”  
he said.  
When former ISU recruiter Dave 
Marcial, M.A. ’07, visited his high school, 
they talked about Pulido’s dreams. He 
didn’t know how to apply to colleges and 
had never set foot on a campus. Marcial 
invited him to tour Illinois State. Pulido 
made that visit and connected with 
other Hispanic students.
“It was all people who looked like 
me, people of color,” he said. “It really 
felt like I was joining a family right 
away.” His mother encouraged him, even 
though it was two hours from family, 
which was a long way for Pulido.
 “She wasn’t going to let me not 
go to college,” he said. “She kept track 
of the deadlines. It was because of her 
strength and courage that I was even 
able to consider it.”
He applied to the Mennonite Col-
lege of Nursing program, but didn’t get 
in. He came to campus anyway, hoping 
to earn his way in and planning to trans-
fer if he didn’t. “That motivated me to 
put even more work into classes because 
I didn’t want to leave campus.” He was 
admitted as a sophomore. 
Pulido found a second home in the 
Office of Admissions, where he worked 
three years as an ambassador. Now he’s 
encouraging a generation that won’t 
enter college until 2032, his 5- and 
6-year-old nieces. 
“I tell them, ‘Just because we’re 
Hispanic and of color, and statistics 
don’t really work with us, that doesn’t 
mean it’s impossible.’” 
Graduation day was emotional for 
Pulido and his family.
“To be able to put on your cap and 
gown, to cross the stage and shake hands 
with the dean, to take the oath you take 
as a nurse, it’s just surreal. Hearing your 
name, looking for your family and wav-
ing to them, it was one of the greatest 
moments of my life.”
Five years later, he’s in a far differ-
ent moment in the middle of a global 
pandemic, caring for those sickened by  
a virus that’s infected more than 14.5 
million worldwide. 
“You learn how to cope and be 
mindful of controlling what you can,” 
he said. “It’s been tough but at the same 
time, it’s fun being able to be on the front 
line and part of something I could never 
have imagined in a million years.” 
Mennonite College of Nursing graduate Angel Pulido works 12-hour shifts on a COVID-19 unit at a Chicago hospital.
“YOU LEARN HOW TO COPE AND BE MINDFUL 
OF CONTROLLING WHAT YOU CAN.”
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by Nick Erickson 
Rachel Bujalski ’11 has always con-
sidered herself an artist. Growing up 
in suburban Chicago, she was readily 
equipped with paint brushes, mark-
ers, and pastels to tap into her creative 
senses. Opportunity awaited with every 
blank page.
As she got older, Bujalski found ful-
fillment with another tool: the camera. 
The world became her canvas. 
Nowadays the former Vidette 
photo editor is capturing harrowing 
and humbling moments of humanity 
as a freelance photojournalist. Bujal-
ski, whose work has been featured in 
The New York Times, The Washington 
Post, The Wall Street Journal, National 
Geographic, and on ESPN and CNN—just 
to name a few—has spent the last eight 
years living in southern and northern 
California amplifying the voices that 
are sometimes hard to hear. She docu-
ments and examines the lifestyles of the 
homeless population and people, as she 
describes in her biography, “living on the 
fringes of society that make up American 
culture today.” 
Bujalski can’t recall encountering 
a single homeless person while grow-
ing up in Geneva and attending Illinois 
State. That changed upon her arrival to 
Venice Beach in 2012. Taken aback by 
the tented-covered streets filled with 
cardboard signs pleading for help, she 
began to search for solutions. 
“I was so blown away by it and 
wanted to know why,” said Bujalski, who 
graduated with degrees in art education 
and studio arts. “Where are we going 
wrong? There were a lot of questions, 
and using my camera was my way of 
talking to people and getting answers.”
Bujalski has spent her career tra-
versing the streets to learn the stories of 
some of the population’s most vulner-
able members. Her reporting unmasks 
problems such as affordable housing, 
wealth distribution, and an ever-chang-
ing job climate. The COVID-19 pan-
demic has only intensified those issues, 
forcing citizens out of their homes and 
to the streets. 
“I think it’s really exposed that we 
keep ignoring big issues like housing,” 
Bujalski said. 
“It’s exposing that we are not doing 
enough and are looking away more than 
looking in and asking questions and con-
necting with our neighbors.”
Even before the virus hit, statistics 
were alarming. According to a 2019 
report from Harvard’s Joint Center for 
Housing, 42 percent of Californians said 
they struggled to make ends meet. With 
the median price for a Los Angeles home 
at $600,000, it is hard for folks to afford 
adequate housing. During the pandemic 
places such as gyms, libraries, and soup 
kitchens were closed to meet social 
MORE POWERFUL 
THAN 1,000 WORDS
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distancing guidelines, thus eliminating 
various shelters the homeless population 
uses. Bujalski shared these challenges 
in an op-ed piece, titled “On the Streets 
of Los Angeles,” she wrote for The New 
York Times, which published on April 4. 
Bujalski said big misconceptions of 
the homeless population are that many 
are mentally ill and addicted to drugs. 
She said that stereotype doesn’t repre-
sent reality, as more people take to the 
streets because they feel as though they 
don’t have a financial choice.
“People are living paycheck to 
paycheck,” Bujalski said. “It can be your 
neighbor that is a month away from 
being homeless. It could be your Uber 
driver. It can be anybody.” 
This reality has been proven during 
the pandemic. With non-essential busi-
nesses forced to shut down as stay-at-
home orders were executed throughout 
the country, many citizens dependent on 
an immediate source of income could no 
longer afford to pay rent or mortgages. 
Bujalski has built herself a platform 
to tell these types of stories. Her work 
has been featured in big-time publica-
tions and websites all over the globe. In 
2013, she co-founded the Mirror Mirror 
Project, which creates connections be-
tween artists and homeless youth in an 
effort to breakdown stereotypes. In 2015, 
her photo series titled “Connected Off 
the Grid” gained syndication with The 
Story Institute, an international story-
telling platform, and in 2018 was exhib-
ited at the The International Center of 
Photography Museum in New York City. 
She’s won numerous awards, in-
cluding two first-place prizes from the 
Illinois Collegiate Press Association for 
work she did with The Vidette in 2010. 
Her talents include producing short 
film documentaries and appearing on 
podcasts. 
Because of her efforts to simply ap-
proach people in their most vulnerable 
moments and exhibit enough of a human 
conscious to build a trust with this popu-
lation, thousands of eyes have gotten a 
glimpse into this homeless community. 
Bujalski wants people to become 
more curious and seek to answer the 
whys, and she especially hopes change 
will come after the pandemic. She has 
outlined a picture of homelessness in 
America. It’s up to its citizens and gov-
ernment leaders to fill in the rest of it. 
“It takes just a little bit of our effort 
to ask what their stories are,” she said. 
“That’s the empathy we are missing now 
in the world today. Humans need to con-
nect with each other.” 
Rachel Bujalski’s work titled “On the Streets of Los Angeles” highlights the homeless population fighting COVID-19. Her images depict the vulnerable population 
she documents and were published by The New York Times with her opinion piece. Bujalski, shown with her camera, has had her photos appear in numerous national 
media outlets.
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Y our senses are working in unison. Grill smoke fills your nostrils. Beanbags landing on wooden boards, the Big Red 
Marching Machine heard in the distance, 
and a sea of red in your sightlines com-
bine to form an audible sensation unique 
to Saturdays in the fall. 
There’s nothing like being among 
your fellow Redbirds as thousands pack 
into Hancock Stadium to cheer on the 
Redbirds on a sunny October afternoon. 
Whether it’s gameday, an afternoon on 
the Quad, or a desire to represent the 
University while far from Normal, you 
can feel a part of the ISU community 
from wherever you are located. 
While we’re always proud to be a 
Redbird, Friday is the one day each week 
we make sure to show off our loyalty 
to the world. Share the spirit by outfit-
ting your friends and family, a recent 
graduate, or an incoming student in the 
proper gear for #WearRedOnFridayISU. 
Of course, feel free to wear your Illinois 
State any or all of the other six days. 
Even if you are spending your day in 
the office or working from home, boast 
your pride with an Illinois State quarter 
zip or a vest before throwing on a sweat-
shirt featuring your favorite vintage Red-
bird logo at the end of your work day. 
No matter what day it is, you can always 
start your morning sipping your form of 
wake-me-up out of a Redbird mug. 
Your pride isn’t limited to humans, 
either. Accessorizing your pet in a Red-
bird leash, collar, bandana, or shirt is a 
great way to let the neighbors know you 
#BackTheBirds, in addition to seeking 
out your fellow Redbirds wherever you 
may be located. 
While there’s no replicating the 
ambiance that certain events on cam-
pus provide, you can still participate in 
creating a sea of red by stocking up on 
all things Illinois State. Visit Alumni. 
IllinoisState.edu/Gear to check out the 
newest Redbird merchandise available 
online today.
Rallying Redbirds
Explore options to display your campus pride
   RedbirdProud
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Alumni Association 
directors chosen
There is new leadership within the 
Alumni Association following the annual 
meeting held virtually in June. 
Five alumni were elected to three-
year terms on the board of directors. 
Christina Fontenelle ’14 is a psychother-
apist and owner of Fontenelle Art. She 
resides in Chicago. Lutitia Mills ’91 is a 
contract administrator for Utilitra LLC 
and lives in O’Fallon. 
Brent Scholl ’81 is a farmer and an 
insurance agent for First Class Insur-
ance. He resides in Polo. John “J.D.” 
Schurter ’11, MBA ’17, is a bond trader 
for Wells Fargo from Charlotte, North 
Carolina. 
Stan Shingles ’82, M.S. ’88, is an 
assistant vice president for Central 
Michigan University. His home is in 
Mount Pleasant, Michigan. 
Steve Smith ’89, M.S. ’93, is presi-
dent. Dave Horstein ’08 is vice presi-
dent/president-elect. Leah Walton ’88, 
M.S. ’92, is secretary; with Lisa Castle-
man ’96 serving as past president. 
Individuals are sought to serve on 
the Alumni Association each year, with a 
February application deadline. For infor-
mation on the association and how to get 
involved, visit Alumni.IllinoisState.edu/
Association.
Half Century Club 
reunion postponed
The 2020 Half Century Club reunion 
set for October 23 has been postponed 
until October 15, 2021. The Class of 1970 
and the Class of 1971 will be inducted at 
that time. Individuals who have already 
registered for the fall event will be con-
tacted and refunded. Questions can be 
directed to Alumni Engagement at (309) 
438-2586. 
Then and Now
Davis and Hazle Buck Ewing constructed a manor at Sunset Hill in Bloomington in 1929. It took 18 
months to complete the 44 rooms, a horse stable, and a carriage house. The estate, shown in 1937, 
sat on 66 undeveloped acres and cost $178,000. Willed to ISU’s Foundation upon Hazle’s death in 
1969, the manor attracts guests from across the Midwest. The recent aerial taken this year shows 
the Genevieve Green Gardens and Watterson Towers in the distance. Ewing is home to the Illinois 
Shakespeare Festival and is a living lab for students across majors. The property is appreciated by 
visitors who rent the manor or grounds for events, including weddings.
Alumni News
Photo courtesy of Ian Blyth
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Ray Richardson ’77 retired in 2013 from a career in sports writing. He put on his report-er’s hat again when George 
Floyd was killed by officers on Memorial 
Day in Minneapolis.
The first African-American Vidette 
sports reporter, Richardson had met 
Floyd. He was training to get a Class 
A license through a commercial truck-
driving program Richardson helped run 
in St. Paul from 2017-2019.
“I felt like I needed to be out there 
more to help cover this story and let peo-
ple know some of the other things he was 
about,” said Richardson, who remembers 
Floyd as respectful and dedicated. 
A communication graduate who was 
a NBA writer at St. Paul’s Pioneer Press, 
Richardson covered Floyd’s memorial 
service in Minneapolis for KMOJ-FM. 
He is an on-air personality at the Min-
neapolis-St. Paul station. Camera crews 
from around the world were present. 
Richardson interviewed celebrities, 
including Kevin Hart. He reported at a 
Cub Foods as volunteers handed out gro-
ceries to residents affected by protests. 
The first three nights after the video 
of Floyd’s death surfaced were tough, 
Richardson said. Unrest was high in the 
city, with a Minneapolis police station 
set ablaze. 
The focus then shifted from react-
ing to Floyd’s death to addressing the 
problem of systemic racism across the 
country. Richardson also witnessed the 
community make a concentrated effort 
for peace.
His reporting helped bring attention 
to deeper issues, including the need for 
change in the police force and increased 
accountability. Some members of the 
local government in Minneapolis called 
for defunding the city’s police depart-
ment. 
Richardson is optimistic that 
because of what was seen, heard, and 
experienced following Floyd’s death, 
people across the world are holding 
elected officials accountable. His mes-
sage to citizens is that silence is not 
enough.
“These protests have really forced 
the city council and leadership to take 
action faster than they had to,” Richard-
son said. “As long as they keep the pres-
sure on, things are going to change.”
Reporting heartbreak
Vidette alum covers George Floyd funeral, city’s response 
ClassNotes
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50s 
Janet (Ullrich) Stukenberg ’59, M.S. 
’80, retired after teaching 38 years; 
resides in Byron. 
60s
David Rine ’63 is a professor emer-
itus, George Mason University; 
consulted with ISU regarding engi-
neering programs; resides with his 
wife, Carolynne, in Olathe, Kansas. 
James Conrad ’65 retired after 
more than 30 years in the Hinsdale 
school district; taught more than 
20 years at Morton College; resides 
with his wife, Carol, in Boling-
brook. 
Alberta (Tolson) Smith ’66 retired 
as a special education resource 
specialist; volunteers with Rotary 
International, church, and local 
agencies; enjoys travel and grand-
children; resides in Orangevale, 
California.  
Lyle Hicks ’67 retired in June from 
teaching business at Oakwood 
High School; taught and coached 
50 years, with three decades full-
time; resides with his wife, Nyla, 
in Danville. 
Dave Templeton ’67, M.S. ’71, 
retired from State Farm Insurance 
Companies as a senior designer; 
resides with his wife, Cathy, in 
Bloomington. 
Connie (Johnson) Heins ’68 retired 
from working as a consultant with 
HealthPro Rehabilitation; resides 
with her husband, John, in Roscoe. 
Anita (Sevcikba) Zeman ’68 retired 
after teaching fourth grade 39 
years, followed by three years of 
substituting; member of Sarasota’s 
Retired Teachers organization and 
Florida Retired Educators Associa-
tion; resides with her husband, 
John, in Sarasota, Florida. 
Cynthia (Schoth) Derdiger ’69 
retired after teaching special 
education 33 years; enjoys being 
a grandmother; resides with her 
husband, Lowell, in Glenview. 
Margaret Drew ’69 is professor 
emeritus of education and literacy, 
Northwest Missouri State Uni-
versity; resides with her husband, 
Michael, in Maryville, Missouri. 
Lois Harris ’69 was elected by the 
National Women’s Tennis Orga-
nization as co-president-elect for 
one year and president for two 
years; captured 2019 National 
Indoor 70s Doubles Champions; 
retired in 2010 as director of 
accounting for the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America; 
resides in Roanoke, Virginia.
Susan (Fellhauer) Savion ’69 is a 
retired reading specialist; authored 
several books, including four 
teacher resource texts for middle 
school and Quoting Matilda: The 
Words and History of a Forgotten 
Suffragist; resides in Syracuse, 
New York. 
Betty Jane “Beejay” (Taylor) Wil-
liams ’69 is vice president of work-
force development for Southwest 
Key Workforce Development LLC; 
resides with her husband, Robert, 
in Corpus Christi, Texas. 
70s
Don Jeanes ’70 retired as band 
director from Fairfax County Pub-
lic Schools; enjoys five grandchil-
dren; resides with his wife, Sharon, 
in St. Augustine, Florida. 
Larry Kernagis ’70, M.S. 72, is 
retired; travels as a musician with 
the Def Leprechaun Band; resides 
with his wife, Cynthia, in Mount 
Juliet, Tennessee. 
Michael Nelson ’70 retired from 
Deere and Company; is an adjunct 
instructor at Black Hawk College; 
resides with his wife, Sheila, in 
Viola. 
Sheila (Permell) Richards ’70, M.S. 
’72, received the Mary Edwards 
Walker Award for historical pre-
servation and continued support 
of U.S. veterans; resides in Roswell, 
Georgia. 
William Dunham ’71 is founder of 
DunhamTrimmer LLC; resides in 
Gilbert, Arizona. 
M. Steve Reed ’71, M.S. ’75, retired 
from Northern Michigan Uni-
versity as the senior associate/
athletics director; resides with his 
wife, Mary Beth, in Marquette, 
Michigan.
Glenna (Marker) Adams ’72, M.S. 
’75, is retired after holding teach-
Pause for applause
Gladly he served
Military science graduate Lt. Col. Tony Haager 
’87 completed a 27-year military career with 
assignments in Korea, Iraq, and Germany. His 
work involved Special Operations assignments 
at Fort Campbell and with the Defense Intel-
ligence Agency. He served as deputy director 
of Installation Management Command-Europe Region. Haager retired 
as a colonel in 2015 and became the chief of Installation Logistics 
and Services. He oversees 12 programs with a budget of $1.4 billion. A 
member of ISU’s College of Applied Science and Technology Alumni 
Hall of Fame, Haager has received the Bronze Star, Legion of Merit, and 
National Intelligence Council Medallion. 
Leadership kudos 
The civic and professional contributions of Nikita 
Richards ’06, M.S. ’15, have been recognized by 
the State of Illinois. Treasurer Michael Frerichs 
presented Richards with the 2020 Outstanding 
Service in Leadership Award for her strength, 
courage, and leadership across the state. A U.S. 
Navy veteran, Richards owns NDR Communications, which focuses on 
crisis diversion, management, and political communication. She is the 
employment coordinator for the City of Bloomington. A member of 
ISU’s Alumni Association Board, Richards has been appointed by Illinois 
Gov. J. B. Pritzker to the Illinois Council on Women and Girls. 
Protecting the providers
Technology education alumnus Eric Race ’18 
has been in the national spotlight for his work in 
mass producing personal protective equipment 
(PPE) for essential workers during the COVID-19 
pandemic. A technology education teacher at 
Wheeling High School in the Chicago suburbs, 
Race partnered with teachers in District 214 to design a prototype for 
face shield headbands using a 3D printer. They created 1,750 PPEs per 
week, with the units distributed to emergency workers and employees 
still on the job in public places such as grocery stores. Beyond local 
media coverage, Race’s effort was showcased on CNN. 
Ahead in her field
Pushpa (Chandrasekhar) Winbush ’95, ’99, is 
the 2020 Illinois School Psychologist’s Asso-
ciation Practitioner of the Year. A graduate of 
ISU’s specialist program in school psychology, 
Winbush works as a school psychologist at Riv-
erside Brookfield High School in Riverside. A few 
of her many accomplishments include redesigning existing behavioral 
interventions, creating a website called “Attendance Matters” to serve 
as a resource for parents, starting a peer mediation program, creating 
an after school group called “Homework Hangout” to support students 
academically, and developing a problem-solving structure for team 
meetings. 
Summer 2020   Illinois State   31 
ing and administrative positions 
for 35 years; resides with her hus-
band, Richard, in Naperville. 
Jerzy Marszalek ’72, M.S. ’80, 
taught physical education; in 
retirement, is an IHSA official 
in cross country, track and field; 
enjoys biking and kayaking; resides 
with his wife, Christine, in Sheri-
dan. 
Cathy Cross ’73 is the music direc-
tor of Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church; resides with her husband, 
Richard, in Minier. 
Robert Reynolds ’73 is president 
of Robert R. Reynolds and Associ-
ates LLC; resides in Tallahassee, 
Florida.
Manuel Rivera-Cepeda ’73 directs 
an Afro-Cuban ensemble; is an 
adjunct professor of musical 
ensembles; resides with his wife, 
Robin, in San Diego, California.  
Don Waldvogel ’73 retired from 
teaching and trucking; does some 
dairy farming and rural appraisals; 
enjoys grandchildren and great-
grandchildren; travels internation-
ally; resides with his wife, Connie, 
in Hilbert, Wisconsin. 
Mildred Barnes ’74 retired from 
teaching special education in the 
Chicago Public Schools; resides in 
Chicago.
Maria (Montminy) Kauffman ’74 
retired from full-time teaching 
after 43 years; teaches AP calculus 
classes part-time at Winthrop High 
School; resides with her husband, 
Richard, in Winthrop, Maine. 
Judy Hicks Bauman ’75 is library 
resource center director at Tate 
Woods Elementary School in Lisle 
School District 202; received the 
School Library Exemplary Award 
for 2019-2020; resides in Naper-
ville. 
Pam (Albertson) Cass ’75 retired 
as a psychotherapist from Shore-
haven Behavioral Health; resides 
in Burlington, Wisconsin. 
Katherine (Curry) Derry ’75, M.S. 
82, retired from her counseling 
practice; volunteers for the Ameri-
can Red Cross; resides in Dosen-
berg, Texas.  
Vincent Sovanski ’75 is semi-
retired; works to develop the juve-
nile nonfiction collection for the 
Glenside Public Library District; 
resides in Algonquin.
Henry Fagen, Ed.D. ’76, retired as 
an adjunct professor of fine arts, 
University of South Carolina-
Upstate; resides with his wife, 
Phyllis, in Spartanburg, South 
Carolina. 
Fritz Kuhlmeier ’76 retired as CEO 
and president of Citizens State 
Bank; resides with his wife, Sally, 
in Dakota. 
Linda Moley ’76 is a case manager 
with Partners in Recovery; resides 
in Sun City, Arizona. 
Mark Murphy, M.S ’76, retired as 
vice president and CFO of Aramco 
Services Company; taught account-
ing at ISU; resides with his wife, 
Denise, in Houston, Texas. 
Diane (Burgess) Edwards ’77 is 
a histotech at Loyola University 
Medical Center; resides in Saint 
Charles. 
Paul Schumann ’77 is a professor 
of management at Minnesota State 
University; resides in Saint Peter, 
Minnesota. 
Mary (Schofield) Suhr ’77 is retired 
from Rockford Public Schools as a 
deaf and hard of hearing preschool 
teacher; resides with her husband, 
Gerald, in Rockford. 
Sue (Hanson) Tobolski ’77 is a 
communication instructor at 
Cloud Community College; resides 
in Manhattan, Kansas. 
Craig Beintema ’78, ’81, is an 
administrator with the Stephen-
son County Health Department; 
resides with his wife, LuAnne, in 
Freeport.
Janet (Brown) LeRoy ’78 has com-
pleted 35 years of teaching; fourth-
grade teacher in Urbana schools; 
resides with her husband, Michael, 
in Champaign.
Ed Lewandowski ’78 is retired from 
Joliet Township District 204 after 
35 years of high school teaching 
and coaching; met his wife, Cindy 
How we met
Tom Martin ’11 was anything but pleased when he failed a business tech-
nology class by two-tenths of a percentage point in fall 2009. He had 
to take the class again the following fall because it wasn’t offered in the 
spring, which changed his graduation plans.
“I felt terrible that I had to stay,” said Tom, who studied business 
teacher education. His dismay turned to delight, however, as he met his 
wife and renewed his faith during the extended time on campus. 
Both life events came through ISU’s John Paul II Catholic Newman 
Center. Special education major Katie Seidenberg ’11 was very involved 
in the center’s fellowship. They met at a retreat she led and he attended. 
Tom soon became active as well. 
A friendship developed and turned into more with an unexpected 
kiss on Halloween during a porch conversation that went into the middle 
of the night. Dating was a bit difficult, as the two had student teach-
ing assignments that started in January. Tom’s location unexpectedly 
changed to a suburb closer to Katie, and their romance blossomed. 
In November 2017, Tom arranged for the two to come back to campus. With the help of friends, he created a scavenger hunt. Mason jars with 
notes he had written about the couple’s romance were left at strategic places—from the love bench to Newman Center to the apartment where they 
first kissed. The last stop was Comlara Park, where Martin proposed. They married on November 3, 2018.
The couple lives in Woodstock. Katie is a special education teacher working with elementary school students. Tom is a manager at Topgolf. While 
they have not returned to campus as often as they would like, their memories of time spent together as Redbirds are precious. Even the need to repeat 
the course—which Tom did pass on the second try—is now considered a blessing. 
“Had I not failed that class, my life would not be the same,” Tom said. “I was reintroduced to my Catholic faith, which is the source of my strength, 
and unexpectedly fell in love with a friend.”
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at ISU; she is retired from teach-
ing; couple resides in Shorewood. 
William Long ’78 completed a 
juris doctorate; deputy director of 
operations for the U.S. Department 
of Labor Midwest Region, wage 
and hour division; resides with his 
wife, Rebecca, in Chicago. 
David Middleton ’78 is president of 
the Richland Restoration League; 
maintains 176-year-old church and 
cemetery; resides with his wife, 
Elaine, in Danville, Georgia.
Deborah Schramer ’78 completed a 
doctor of physical therapy degree 
at Des Moines University; is a 
clinical supervisor at Southern 
California Orthopedic Institute; 
resides in Calabasas, California. 
Booker Suggs ’78 retired as execu-
tive associate director of student 
centers with the University of Illi-
nois in Chicago, where he resides. 
Susan Wade ’78 is a religious sister 
with Saint Francis of Christ the 
King; Title I teacher for kinder-
garten through eighth grade at St. 
Walter Catholic School in Chicago; 
resides in Lemont. 
Janie Wilson-Cook ’79 worked 13 
years as a multimedia communica-
tion specialist at Northern Illinois 
University; self-employed tradi-
tional and digital artist; resides 
with her husband, Randal, in 
Rockford.
80s
Michael Burns ’80 is an attorney 
with Chilton Yambert Porter LLP; 
resides in Homewood.
James Hickle ’80 retired as presi-
dent of Velocity Telephone Inc.; 
resides with his wife, Reta, in 
Rosemont, Minnesota. 
Chris LaMar ’80 is a sales zone 
manager with Ford Motor Com-
pany; has been with Ford 39 years; 
resides in Indianapolis, Indiana. 
Wendy (Timmons) McGuire ’80, 
M.S. ’95, retired from Prairie 
Central District 8; taught kin-
dergarten for 36 years; maintains 
close friendship with seven ladies 
she met at Atkin-Colby; resides in 
Normal.
Kathleen Moore ’80 is a customer 
care consultant with Advocate 
Healthcare; resides in Downers 
Grove.
Karen (Syslo) Blackwell Orzech ’80 
retired from Allstate Insurance 
Company after 38 years; resides in 
Deltona, Florida.
Doreen (Olson) Propst ’80, M.S. 
’85, retired after 34 years at East 
Peoria High School; works part-
time at Morton High School; 
resides with her husband, Mark, in 
East Peoria. 
Roberta (Curtis) Jackson ’81 is a 
foundation assistant at Paducah 
Junior College; resides in Smith-
land, Kentucky.
Rebecca Martin ’81, ’93, is an Eng-
lish teacher in Illinois School Dis-
trict 186; resides in Springfield. 
Greston Miller ’81 retired from 
State Farm Insurance Companies; 
substitute teacher at Central Cath-
olic High School; takes piano and 
golf lessons; restoring 1957 Chevy; 
resides with his wife, Delene, in 
Normal. 
David Nowak ’81 is executive vice 
president of the St. Louis Metro-
politan Medical Society; resides 
with his wife, Jill, in Chesterfield, 
Missouri. 
Nancy Henderson ’82 retired from 
teaching; director of children’s 
ministry at St. James United 
Methodist Church; resides with 
her husband, Gerald, in Danville. 
H. Wayne Statham ’82 is an attor-
ney with Statham and Long LLC; 
resides with his wife, Luan, in 
Galesburg. 
Janine Pumilia ’83 is editor emeri-
tus of Northwest Quarterly Maga-
zine; resides with her husband, 
Gary, in Rockford. 
Jami Simon, M.S. ’83, is an actress; 
co-starred in the short film Marcy 
Learns Something New; chosen for 
screening at the Aspen Shortsfest; 
resides in New York, New York.
Joy (Malone) Boostrom ’84 is 
retired after teaching band for 33 
years; resides with her husband, 
Rusty, in Monmouth. 
Sheila (Winkler) Genson ’84 
earned her juris doctorate from 
Marshall Law School; has private 
practice; resides with her husband, 
Jonathan, in Lake Zurich. 
Patricia (Westfall) Haworth ’84 is 
senior program manager at HCSC; 
resides with her husband, David, 
in Chicago. 
Gary Masso ’84 is CFO of Stark 
Excavating Inc.; resides in Peoria. 
Jeffrey Miller ’84 is senior financial 
advisor with Merrill Lynch; his 
wife, Debreah (Parish) ’84, teaches 
first grade at Pima Elementary 
School; both enjoy being a grand-
parent; couple resides in Phoenix, 
Arizona.
Pamela Thomas ’84 is the biblio-
graphic project coordinator for the 
Illinois Heartland Library System; 
resides with her husband, Craig, in 
Champaign. 
Liz Acevedo-Alstrum, M.S. ’85, 
M.S. ’87, is a self-employed profes-
sional counselor; resides with her 
husband, Jim, in Normal. 
Jan Brandt ’85, ’11, owns Jan 
Brandt Gallery LLC; an artist, her 
work has been shown across the 
U.S.; created an internship pro-
gram through her gallery for ISU 
students; resides with her hus-
band, Peter, in Bloomington. 
Mark Thorndyke ’85 is a wealth 
manager and Certified Financial 
Planner for Merrill Lynch; ranked 
fourth in Illinois as a Best-In-State 
advisor by Forbes; resides with his 
wife, Susan, in Lake Barrington.
Christine Dunham ’86 is an associ-
ate general dentist working in the 
office of Dr. Lanette Disera DDS; 
resides in Channahon. 
Keith Gorczyca ’86 is superin-
tendent of parks and facilities 
with Morton Grove Park District; 
resides in Aurora. 
Sue Lathrop ’86, M.S. ’88, is the 
archivist at Western Kentucky 
University; resides in Bowling 
Green, Kentucky. 
Rolf Sivertsen ’86, M.S. ’98, is the 
superintendent of Canton CUSD 
66; resides with his wife, Nicole, 
in Canton. 
Julie Albers ’87, ’93, M.S. ’00, is an 
elementary school principal with 
Morton CUSD 709; resides with 
her husband, Randy, in Morton. 
Dean D’Andrea, M.S. ’87, is chair of 
the technology and art department 
of Warwick Public Schools; resides 
with his wife, Julie, in Narragan-
sett, Rhode Island. 
Unexpected connection
Phyllis Perry ’49 graduated from the women’s physical education 
program when the campus was still known as Illinois State Normal 
University. She was delighted to meet Dr. Barbara Schlatter, professor 
and interim director of the academic program that is today part of the 
School of Kinesiology and Recreation. Schlatter’s parents reside in the 
same New York retirement complex as Perry, who noticed the couple 
sporting an ISU sweatshirt.
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George Skordilis ’87 is a senior vice 
president and head of master data 
management at Northern Trust 
Company; resides with his wife, 
Camille, in Chicago. 
Roger Smith ’87 is an information 
technology specialist at Penn State 
University; resides with his wife, 
Anne, in State College, Pennsyl-
vania. 
Brooke Vinson ’87 retired as 
a senior bond trader with TD 
Ameritrade; resides with his wife, 
Rachel, in Dallas, Texas.
Danzie Dicker Jr. ’88 retired from 
the Illinois Department of Rev-
enue after 31 years; resides with 
his daughter in Waukegan.
Kevin Morning, M.S. ’88, is retired 
after 29 years of teaching physical 
education; coached track and field; 
resides in Midlothian, Texas.
Patrick Pollard ’88 is a business 
development manager at Subway 
Franchise World Headquarters; 
resides with his wife, Julie, in Fair-
field, Connecticut. 
Rob Weir ’88 is a guest service 
manager at Walt Disney World; 
resides with his wife, Liz, in  
Davenport, Florida. 
Richard Hartmann ’89, M.S. ’91, 
is a clinic director at Ivy Rehab; 
resides with his wife, Patrice, in 
Round Lake. 
Andrew Houha ’89 is a senior 
attorney with Johnson and Blum-
berg; resides with his wife, Cheri, 
in Oak Park. 
Julie (Sirovatka) Riley ’89, M.S. 98, 
has taught middle school language 
arts for 27 years; holds National 
Board Certification; teaches in 
Bloomington Public Schools Dis-
trict 87; resides with her husband, 
Michael, in Bloomington. 
90s
Gary Fox ’90 is a chaplain at Pres-
byterian Village North; resides in 
Dallas, Texas. 
Robin (Schutt) Greaves ’90 is a 
contract specialist with McDon-
ald’s Corporation; resides with her 
husband, Jeff, in Mount Prospect. 
Amber (Blaser) Jones ’90 is a fami-
ly nurse practitioner for OSF Med-
ical Group Pontiac Primary Care; 
daughter is a psychology major at 
ISU; resides in Bloomington. 
James Mack ’90 completed a 
doctorate in public policy and 
administration at Walden Univer-
sity; is an advanced food scientist 
with the Wisconsin Department of 
Agriculture, Trade and Consumer 
Protection; resides in Sun Prairie, 
Wisconsin. 
Gregg Patz ’90 is senior program 
manager at Carlisle Interconnect 
Technologies; resides with his 
wife, Kristen, in Helenville, Wis-
consin. 
Jennifer Quintas ’90 is the multi-
site, school-age program director 
for Wesley Child Care Center; 
resides in Glenview. 
Jamie (Stallings) Southerland ’90 
is a senior bankruptcy paralegal 
with JD Graham PC; resides in 
Belleville. 
J. Thomas Stoltz ’90 teaches kin-
dergarten at the American School 
of Bangkok; resides with his wife, 
Sarinya, in Thailand. 
Gina (Whitlock) Fletcher ’91 is a 
self-employed author; met her 
husband, Scott ’91, at Preview ISU 
in 1987; couple resides in Fenton, 
Missouri. 
Dana (Boudart) Harkleroad ’91, 
M.S. ’93, is a speech and language 
pathologist for Community Unit 
Redbird legacy
A big question for many sets of twins comes when it’s time to pick a college. Do 
they stay together or choose separate paths? For the Love twins, Kayla ’18, M.S. 
’20, and Kriston ’18, M.S. ’20, Illinois State was where they both wanted to be. 
When they visited campus in 2016 after two years at a community college 
near their small hometown of Saint Anne in Kankakee County, these Honors 
students knew they weren’t ready for anything too big. 
“I liked the size and didn’t want to get overwhelmed,” said Kayla, who is 
the oldest by 12 minutes. 
Kriston fell in love with campus immediately and was impressed by Illinois 
State’s personal touch. She met with one of her future professors, Dr. Nweze 
Nnakwe. “She really motivated me to pursue dietetics and provided the extra 
push,” Kriston said. 
While she completed that degree, Kayla studied psychology. Both decided 
to stay for graduate degrees. Kayla earned a master’s in the psychology of sport 
and physical activity, while Kriston’s master’s was in food nutrition and dietet-
ics. 
Illinois State was not unfamiliar to the sisters, as their cousin Jessica 
McGee ’12 was a member of the swim team and captain during her years as a 
Redbird. Jessica’s mother, Joyce (Watson) McGee ’83, is also an alum.
The Love sisters joined clubs, volunteered, and shared an apartment, 
which simplified things for their parents, Delithia and Hill Love Jr. Since graduat-
ing, Kriston has been studying for the registered dietitian exam and Kayla is 
looking for her first job while investigating doctoral programs.
Now living again in Saint Anne, they both miss the Quad, Uptown Normal, 
and Milner Library. They remain grateful for the Redbird experience and relation-
ships.  
“There were a lot of professors I really appreciated that I plan to keep in touch with,” Kayla said. Kriston shares the sentiment, adding that 
“Professors and friends will always keep us connected to ISU.”
Twin sisters Kriston, left, and Kayla are dual alums.
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School District 200; resides with 
her husband, Sean, in Geneva. 
Michael Leonard ’92 is executive 
director of the Channahon Park 
District; inducted into Moraine 
Valley Community College 2020 
Alumni Hall of Fame; lectures at 
the college; active community vol-
unteer; resides in Lemont.
Virginia McMath ’92 earned an 
MBA from the University of Phoe-
nix and a doctorate in education 
from Trevecca Nazarene Univer-
sity; is assistant dean in student 
academic affairs at Meharry Medi-
cal College; resides in LaVergne, 
Tennessee. 
Jeff Mikyska ’92 is senior pastor at 
Bethany Lutheran Church in Bata-
via; resides with his wife, Gail, in 
West Dundee.
Shannon Sesterhenn ’92, M.S. ’94, 
is the associate dean of students 
at Midwestern University; she and 
her wife, Cynthia, have sons Berke-
ley and Rogan; resides in Peoria, 
Arizona.
Nate Carter ’93, M.S. ’95, authored 
a personal finance book titled 
Become Loaded for Life: Finan-
cial Independence, Retiring Early, 
Maximizing Happiness; resides in 
Dulles, Virginia. 
Teddy Osantowski, Ed.D. ’93, 
taught as an adjunct at University 
of Nevada at Las Vegas; authored 
the novel Crucial Mission; resides 
in Henderson, Nevada. 
Allison (Banfield) Sparrow ’93, 
MSW ’04, is adoption coordinator 
at The Center for Youth and Fam-
ily Solutions; resides with her hus-
band, Steven, in Bloomington. 
Eric Gibbs ’94 is a conductor with 
BNSF Railway; resides with his 
wife, Tamarah, in Keller, Texas.
Joanne (Stolfi) Pesavento ’94 is 
the director of campus services at 
Valparaiso University; resides with 
her husband, David, in Griffith, 
Indiana. 
Sarah (Abboreno) Corbin ’95, M.S. 
’97, is communications manager 
at Beyond Hunger, relief agency in 
Chicago; resides with her husband, 
Jimmy, in Oak Park. 
Florence Powdermaker, MFA ’95, 
is a governance project director 
at Blue Cross Blue Shield; resides 
with her husband, Andrew, in 
Chicago.
Matthew Smith ’95 is the direc-
tor of marketing and business 
development with GE Healthcare; 
resides with his wife, Katie, in 
Naperville. 
Mark Davis ’96 is the cyber secu-
rity service delivery manager for 
McDonald’s Corporation; resides 
with his wife, Jennifer, in Aurora.
Phil Pace ’96 volunteers with 
his wife, Minna, at Ladder Up, 
a Chicago nonprofit that helps 
low-income residents with free 
financial education and assistance; 
resides in Highland Park. 
Russell Pande ’96 is vice president 
of Pepper Construction; resides 
with his wife, Stephanie, in White-
fish Bay, Wisconsin. 
Mark Quesenberry, M.S. ’96, is an 
electronics engineering technol-
ogy instructor at James A. Rhodes 
State College; resides in Lakeview, 
Ohio.
Jennifer (Botts) Olden ’97 is a 
social worker with the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs; resides in 
Kenosha, Wisconsin. 
Amy (Trembacz) Smathers ’97 is 
a customer knowledge special-
ist with ChannelAdvisor; resides 
with her husband, Kevin, in Apex, 
North Carolina. 
Matthew Stake ’97 is a probation 
and parole agent/supervisor with 
the State of Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Corrections; resides with 
his wife, Melanie, in Wautoma, 
Wisconsin.
Sarah Wille ’97 completed a doc-
torate in anthropology at Indiana 
University; past social science 
specialist at Field Museum; past 
senior education research scien-
tist at the University of Chicago; 
now experienced researcher on 
the Chan Zuckerberg Initiative 
Education team; resides with her 
husband, Zach Burns, in San Fran-
cisco, California. 
Thomas Foster ’98 has been a juve-
nile probation officer in Cham-
paign County 21 years; has two 
adult children; resides with his 
wife, Candy, in Tolono.
Dawn Jones ’98 is a 2019 recipient 
of Emerson’s Excellence in Teach-
ing Award for dedication to her 
students and the teaching profes-
sion; resides in Highland. 
Jason Feiner, M.S. ’99, is the assis-
tant director of conference and 
event support services at Pacific 
University; resides in Hillsboro, 
Oregon.
John Hanson ’99 teaches business 
education at Indian Prairie School 
District 204; chairs the business 
department; he and his wife, Julie, 
are parents of two children; Liliana 
was born in January 2019; family 
resides in Naperville. 
Daniel Short ’99 is a global account 
manager with Cisco Systems; 
resides with his wife, Bernadette, 
and their three children in Chi-
cago. 
Jamie (Anderson) Smalley ’99 is a 
pediatric home-care nurse; resides 
with her husband, Andy, in Bloom-
ington. 
00s
Michael Furstenberg ’00 is chief 
marketing officer at NationsBen-
efits; resides in Oakland Park. 
Kenneth Holford, Ph.D. ’00, is 
provost and vice chancellor for 
academic affairs at Purdue Univer-
sity Northwest (PNW); served as 
PNW’s College of Engineering and 
Science dean; biology professor; 
resides with his wife, Christy, in 
Valparaiso, Indiana.  
Justin LaReau ’00 is co-president 
of Tidal Wave Entertainment; 
resides in West Hollywood, Cali-
fornia. 
Julie (LaGesse) Mitchell ’00 is a 
registered nurse at Bickford Senior 
Living; resides in St. Charles. 
Sara (Harvey) Podlewski ’00 is vice 
principal of Waiakea Intermediate 
School; resides with her husband, 
Vernon, in Hilo, Hawaii. 
Amanda White ’00, M.S. ’02, is 
a 2019 recipient of Emerson’s 
Excellence in Teaching Award for 
dedication to her students and the 
teaching profession; resides in St. 
Louis, Missouri. 
Zachery Callen ’01, M.S. ’03, is an 
associate professor at Allegheny 
College; co-edited American Politi-
cal Development and the Trump 
Presidency; resides with his wife, 
Shawna, in Meadville, Pennsyl-
vania. 
Forever friends
A group of young ladies who enrolled in the 1960s met as freshmen living 
in Hamilton-Whitten and formed a friendship that remains unbroken. They 
gather annually, including to celebrate birthdays in Las Vegas, Nevada. Pic-
tured last fall, they are from left, Lyn (Dwyer) Bullington ‘67, Grand Haven, 
Michigan; Edie (Reitenbach) Zrebiny ’66, Chicago; Laneita Dunphy ’66, Wilm-
ington, Delaware; Barbara Kanies ’66, Schaumburg; Gloria (Thomas) Howells 
’66, Yorkville; Barbara Grabowski ’66, Wheaton; and Ellen (Drescher) Heck-
mann ’66, Ottawa.
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David Haworth ’01 is the premier 
service ambassador for the Chi-
cago Cubs; resides with his wife, 
Patricia, in Chicago. 
Grant Isles ’01 taught and coached 
in Moline 15 years; named director 
of athletics at Rock Island Alleman 
High School; resides with his wife, 
Vanessa, and their daughter. 
Greg Morgan ’01 is chief operating 
officer with Quality Equipment 
LLC; resides with his wife, Angela, 
in Willow Spring, North Carolina.
Lisa Savage ’01, M.S. ’03, is the 
pre-production manager in books 
editorial at Duke University Press; 
resides in Durham, North Carolina.
Shannon (Carey) Siders ’01 is a 
probation officer in Champaign 
County; resides with her husband, 
Rod, in Savoy. 
Lakeesha (James) Smith ’01 works 
with the Bloomington Housing 
Authority; established organiza-
tion Empowered to Create that 
does creative community projects; 
resides with her husband, Steven, 
in Bloomington. 
Peter Thompson ’01 is the band 
director and theater teacher at 
Marion ISD; resides with his wife, 
Megan, in San Marcos, Texas. 
Elizabeth Bartelt ’02 is a human 
resources trainer with the City 
of Scottsdale; resides in Tempe, 
Arizona.
Jill (Mutka) Renken ’02 is the coor-
dinator paralegal for the Illinois 
Agricultural Association; resides 
with her husband, Jeremy, in 
Normal. 
Mia (Porter) Williams ’02 com-
pleted a juris doctorate at Cooley 
Law School; passed the Michigan 
bar exam; is employed by the 
state of Michigan; resides with 
her husband, Darius, in Jackson, 
Michigan. 
William Burrus, Ed.D. ’03, retired 
as principal of Moline High 
School; named State of Illinois 
High School Principal of the Year 
2011-2012; two sons are ISU gradu-
ates; resides with his wife, Debo-
rah, in Moline.
Jacinda (Hart) Garrison ’03 com-
pleted her 16th year teaching spe-
cial education; works as an interre-
lated resource teacher in Gwinnett 
County Public Schools; resides in 
Norcross, Georgia. 
Christina (Heffren) Hall ’03, MSW 
’10, is the clinical director for 
Community Behavioral Health 
Center; resides with her spouse, 
Michelle, in University Heights, 
Ohio. 
Michael Durr ’04 is the owner 
and operator of Michael Durr 
Photo/Video LLC; he and his wife, 
Lindsay, have two sons; resides in 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 
Natalie Mullen ’04 is the director 
of the Institute for Cross-Cultural 
Training at Wheaton College; 
resides in Lisle. 
Anthony Bolton ’05, M.S. ’08, is 
a senior analyst with the Illinois 
Commission on Government Fore-
casting and Accountability; resides 
with his wife, Amy, in Athens. 
Colleen Harrah ’05 is a finalist for 
the 2020 Golden Apple Award for 
Excellence in Teaching; teaches 
deaf education at Salmon P. Chase 
Elementary School in Chicago. 
Jamie (DalCorobbo) Healy ’05 
teaches special education at Trin-
ity Christian College; owns Yarn 
Hollow Crete LLC; teaches knit-
ting and crochet; resides with her 
husband, Rob, in Crete. 
Megan (Baker) Hill ’05 is the 
mathematics instructional coach 
for Cook County School District 
130; resides with her husband, 
Brian, and their two daughters, in 
Lockport. 
Amanda Beers ’07 is a vice presi-
dent with Northern Trust Asset 
Management; resides in Chicago.
Bridget (McClusky) Calhoun ’07 
is a critical care charge nurse at 
Carle BroMenn Medical Center; 
resides with her husband, Sean, in 
Normal. 
Miriam (Bonilla) Castro ’07 com-
pleted master’s degrees in school 
counseling, and family and con-
sumer sciences; serves as a college 
and career counselor at Palatine 
High School; met her husband, 
Ricardo ’06, at ISU; they have two 
daughters and reside in Roselle. 
Jacob DeGeal ’07 is a planner/
designer with Nelson Nygaard 
Consulting Associates; resides in 
Salem, Massachusetts. 
Abir Mandal, M.S. ’07, is an assis-
tant professor of economics at the 
University of Mount Olive; resides 
in Zebulon, North Carolina. 
Rose (Crockett) Matthews ’07, 
MBA ’12, M.S. ’18, is a speech lan-
guage pathologist with Pediatric 
Development Service; resides with 
her husband, Gary, in McDonough, 
Georgia. 
Robert Neiweem ’07 teaches eighth 
grade science at Neal Math and 
Science Academy; coaches varsity 
girls and boys tennis at North Chi-
cago High School; resides with his 
wife, Jessica, and their daughter in 
Waukegan. 
Leah Wagner ’07, M.S. ’16, is the 
Westminster Village wellness 
director in Bloomington, where 
she resides.
Nona (Philippe-Albrecht) Waller 
’07, M.A. ’09, is outreach coordina-
tor at the McLean County Center 
for Human Services; resides with 
her husband, James, in Bloom-
ington.
Sean Berry, M.S. ’08, Ed.D. ’17, is 
superintendent of Tremont School 
District 702; resides with his wife, 
Kate, in Tremont. 
Alexander DePauw ’08 is the dis-
trict instructional technology coor-
dinator for Unit 11 Schools; resides 
in El Paso. 
Sam Dimmick ’08 is an environ-
mental health and safety coordi-
nator with Facebook; resides in 
Johnston, Iowa. 
Anna (Silber) Heimberger ’08 
teaches eighth grade social stud-
ies in Plainfield School District 
202; her husband, Dave ’08, is vice 
president of corporate finance and 
investments for Inventrust Proper-
ties; couple resides with their two 
children in Naperville. 
Jillian Kimberlin ’08 runs Jillian-
CampsArizona, posting hiking 
trail videos and reviews; resides in 
Chandler, Arizona. 
Kathleen (Vought) Lee ’08 is a 
merchandising assistant with 
ADM; resides with her husband, 
Aric, in Decatur. 
Lena Sacco ’08 is a dual language 
teacher in Urbana School District 
116; resides in Urbana.
Lauren Fitts ’09 is a supervisory 
archaeologist with Illinois State 
All about mentoring
Antonio Lenow Jr. joined friends and fellow students Charles Olaleye 
and Dwayne Gosa-Coleman in creating Progression of Generations. The 
registered student organization targets primarily freshmen and sopho-
more male students with the goal of supporting them academically, 
mentally, physically, and socially. Mentors meet with their student twice 
weekly and do a grade check on Fridays. The group does community 
volunteer work and is shown after completing a day of service at Habitat 
for Humanity last fall.
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Archaeological Survey; resides in 
Wheaton. 
Warren McCarty ’09 is an attorney 
with Caldwell Cassady & Curry 
litigation and intellectual property 
law firm; named a 2020 Texas Ris-
ing Star as a top young lawyer in 
the state; resides in Dallas, Texas. 
Megan Olson ’09 is an attorney 
with Tracy, Johnson and Wilson; 
resides with her husband, Rob, in 
Westmont. 
10s
Michael Ditore ’10 is a lawyer with 
Corboy and Demetrio Attorney; 
named a 2020 Rising Star by Illi-
nois Super Lawyers; resides with 
his wife, Samantha, in Chicago.
Timothy Facius ’10 is a strategy 
supervisor with Zenith Media; 
resides in Chicago. 
Scott Guerrero ’10, M.S. ’12, is a 
program manager at the University 
of Missouri in Kansas City, where 
he resides. 
Jennifer (Larson) Menold ’10 is a 
school psychologist with District 
108; resides with her husband, 
Jesse, in Des Plaines. 
Brandy Tatum ’10, M.S. ’11, is a 
senior financial analyst with Scho-
lastic Book Fairs; resides in Lake 
Mary, Florida. 
Jenny Wu ’10 completed her MBA 
at Robert Morris University; 
worked in human resources seven 
years; started a pop-up catering 
business; resides in Chicago.
Rosemary Ryan ’11 is an accounts 
payable associate with the Lyric 
Opera of Chicago, where she 
resides.
Sofia Salinas ’11 is a finalist for 
the 2020 Golden Apple Award for 
Excellence in Teaching; teaches 
bilingual students at Little Village 
Academy; resides in Chicago.
Michael Spaulding ’11 is the manag-
ing editor at WTMJ 620 Radio; 
resides with his wife, Jessamyn, in 
West Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
Kathleen (Rose) Whitlock ’11 is 
a special education teacher with 
Community High School District 
99; resides with her husband, 
Jesse, in Lombard. 
Katelynn (Clement) Baer ’12, M.S. 
’15, works in corporate communi-
cations at Growmark Inc.; owns 
with her husband, Austin, a grain 
and livestock operation in Carlock, 
where the couple resides. 
Breanna (Vrkljan) Carlson ’12 is the 
colleague well-being coordinator 
with Hyatt; she and her husband, 
Jacob ’13, were married in October 
2019; couple resides in Chicago.
Lauren Culligan ’12 teaches at 
Medicine Bow Elementary School; 
resides in Medicine Bow, Wyo-
ming. 
Alex Hickey ’12 works in account-
ing at the Dallas Zoo; he and his 
wife, Kendyl, are parents to two 
sons; resides in Dallas, Texas. 
Darnisha Monson ’12 is a real-time 
teacher/coach with Chicago Inter-
national Charter School Network; 
resides in Alsip.
Caherine Palazzolo ’12 is a cus-
tomer service representative with 
HarperCollins Christian Publish-
ing; resides in Old Hickory, Ten-
nessee. 
Stephen Scheflow ’12 is a senior 
cataloger with GOBI Library Solu-
tions; is married and resides in 
Concord, New Hampshire. 
Lesley (Lafferty) Smith ’12 is an 
instructional specialist at Project 
FOCUS inclusion program on the 
University of Arizona campus; 
resides with her husband, Taylor, 
in Tucson, Arizona. 
Ramo Stott ’12, M.S. ’14, is a pro-
fessional development coordinator 
at University of Tennessee Haslam 
College of Business; resides with 
his wife, Emily, in Knoxville, Ten-
nessee.  
Ashley Donisch ’13 is the graphic 
designer at Morton Arboretum; 
resides in Lisle.
Shawn Fan ’13 is a first grade, dual-
immersion teacher with Hacienda 
La Puente School District; resides 
in Vernon Hills.
Johnniece Harris ’13 is chief of 
health information management 
with the Alexandria VA Health 
Care System; resides in Alexandria, 
Louisiana. 
Steven Pflanz ’13 is employed by 
AveXis, a gene therapy company; 
resides in Palatine. 
Katie (Stuercke) Pisello ’13 is a spe-
cial education teacher at Pennoyer 
School; earned National Board 
Certification as an exceptional 
needs specialist; resides with her 
husband, Peter, in Elmwood Park. 
Lindsey Rakowski ’13 is a 2019 
recipient of Emerson’s Excellence 
in Teaching Award for dedication 
to her students and the teaching 
profession; resides in Belleville. 
Garrett Rubin ’13 is a licensed 
physical therapist; resides in Crys-
tal Lake.
Rachel (Resler) Brown ’14 is a reg-
istered nurse at Carolinas Medical 
Center; resides with her husband, 
Andrew, in Lancaster, South Caro-
lina. 
Javin Cotton ’14, M.A. ’16, is an 
assistant principal of Lincoln Ele-
mentary School, Bellwood School 
District 88; resides in Bellwood. 
Rubina Dhillon ’14, MSW ’17, is 
a case manager in the trauma 
department at OSF St. Francis 
Medical Hospital; resides in 
Bloomington. 
Jeffrey Hager ’14, M.S. ’16, is man-
ager of the entertainment center in 
Legends with Ohio State Univer-
sity/Alumni Association; resides in 
Columbus, Ohio. 
Kaleen (Demo) Heller ’14 is an 
assessment and referral clinician 
with Chicago Behavioral Hospital; 
resides with her husband, Mat-
thew, in Park Ridge. 
Paris (Williams) Johnson, MSW 
’14, is a medical social worker with 
Oakstreet Health; resides with her 
husband, Aaron, in Chicago. 
Tess Losada-Tindall ’14 is a teach-
ing artist with the New Orleans 
Ballet Association; dance faculty 
at New Orleans Center for Cre-
ative Arts; resides in New Orleans, 
Louisiana. 
Leticia Martinez ’14 is a media rela-
tions coordinator with Argonne 
National Laboratory; resides in 
Lockport. 
Kaitlin (Ross) Molinaro ’14 is a reg-
istered nurse with Aya Healthcare; 
resides with her husband, Jacob, in 
Marlton, New Jersey. 
Jeremy Murphy ’14 is a lecturer at 
Utah Valley University; resides in 
Salt Lake City, Utah.
Christopher Newman ’14 is a news 
producer for WAVE 3; resides in 
Louisville, Kentucky.
Mike Prokop ’14 is assistant direc-
tor of campus safety at North Cen-
tral College; resides in Chicago. 
Ashley Souk ’14 is an assistant 
director of advancement for 
the College of Education at the 
University of Illinois; resides in 
Champaign. 
Steven Karasewski, M.S. ’15, is the 
coordinator for campus recreation 
at Elmhurst College; resides in 
Tinley Park. 
Josh Ladner ’15 is the marketing 
and communications coordinator 
at Marian Catholic High School; 
resides in Flossmoor. 
Neal Phifer ’15, M.S. ’19, is a per-
sonal trainer at Christus Trinity 
Mother Francis; resides in White-
house, Texas.
Courtney Schuchmann ’15 is a reg-
istered dietitian at the University 
of Chicago Medicine; resides in 
Roselle.
Karissa (Diller) Shade ’15, M.S. ’18, 
is an athletic trainer and physician 
extender at Midwest Orthopaedics 
at Rush; resides with her husband, 
Brian, in Chicago. 
Michael Trujillo ’15 is a marketing 
consultant at Concentrix; resides 
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
William Wermerskirchen ’15 is a 
production manager of the John F. 
Kennedy Center for the Perform-
ing Arts; resides in Washington, 
D.C. 
Mike Delzoppo ’16 is an account 
manager with Alliant Insurance 
Services Inc.; resides in Chicago. 
Robert Frankel ’16 is a financial 
representative with Northwestern 
Mutual; resides in Lake in the 
Hills. 
Kelsey (Hayes) Gardner ’16 is a 
recreational therapist at Rush 
Medical Center; resides with her 
husband, Jackson, in Aurora.
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Rebecca Harris ’16 is a clinical 
nurse at Northwestern Medicine; 
resides in Lake Zurich. 
Danielle Karp ’16 is a speech lan-
guage pathologist with CUSD 95; 
resides in Lake Zurich.
Halle Sills ’16 is a physician billing 
coder at Ann and Robert H. Lurie 
Children’s Hospital in Chicago, 
where she resides. 
Tom Targosz ’16 is a senior soft-
ware engineer at Clearcover, a 
car insurance start-up in Chicago, 
where he resides. 
Emily Vermeire ’16 is the assistant 
to the president of Illinois Institute 
of Technology; resides in Mokena. 
Danielle Williams ’16 is the execu-
tive director of the Black Hawk 
College East Foundation; resides in 
Kewanee.
Cathy Bailey, Ph.D. ’17, is a com-
puter scientist at the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention; 
resides in Atlanta, Georgia. 
Andrea Casali ’17 is a media rela-
tions specialist at Illinois Farm 
Bureau; resides in Normal. 
Natalie Hoijer ’17 teaches math at 
the high school in DeKalb, where 
she resides. 
Megan (Pratt) Hunt ’17 teaches 
seventh grade in Virginia Beach 
City Public Schools; resides with 
her husband, Alex, in Virginia 
Beach, Virginia.
Allison Jensen ’17 is a social media 
ambassador with the Chicago 
Wolves; resides in Morris. 
Kelsey Koziel ’17 is the marketing 
communications and relations spe-
cialist with the Illinois Bone and 
Joint Institute; resides in Downers 
Grove. 
Joel Ping ’17 is a deputy in the 
Champaign County Sheriff ’s 
Office; resides in Tolono. 
Michaiah (Sweeter) Price ’17 and 
Dylan ’17 are parents of a son; 
reside in Eureka. 
Scott Schaefer ’17 is an ER nurse 
at Carle BroMenn Medical Center; 
resides in Bloomington.
Samuel Schoenmann, M.S ’17, is 
a hydrogeologist with WSP USA; 
resides in Denver, Colorado.
Kiersten Sheary ’17, M.S. ’20, is a 
communications manager with 
Skeff Distributing Company; 
resides in Decatur.
Dawn Walter ’17 is an executive 
assistant of Opera Theatre of Saint 
Louis, Missouri, where she resides. 
Brady Adams ’18 is a web content 
specialist at Moody Bible Institute; 
resides with his wife, Gabrielle, in 
Chicago. 
Alexa Agne ’18 is a research coor-
dinator with the Medical Univer-
sity of South Carolina; resides in 
Charleston, South Carolina. 
Taylor Bartosiewicz ’18 is a regis-
tered dietitian and WIC nutrition-
ist with Marion County Public 
Health; resides in Indianapolis, 
Indiana. 
Caleb Bent ’18 teaches choir at 
Cornerstone Christian Academy; 
resides with his wife, Amanda, in 
Normal. 
Ellen Carlos ’18 is a project accoun-
tant with Development Solutions 
Inc.; resides in Glendale Heights.
Kelsey Cushing, MSW ’18, is a 
school social worker in District 87; 
resides in Bloomington.
Destini Davis ’18 is a foster care 
family caseworker with The Cen-
ter for Youth and Family Solutions; 
resides in Pekin.
Elizabeth Masterson ’18 is a zoo-
keeper with the Chicago Zoologi-
cal Society; resides in Lockport. 
Kristen Panzarella ’18 is completing 
a doctorate in audiology; resides in 
New Orleans, Louisiana. 
Gaylen Rivers ’18 is a graduate 
research assistant at Northern Illi-
nois University’s Center for Black 
Studies; resides in Elmhurst. 
Sarah Wortman ’18 is an ICU nurse 
at Memorial Medical Center in 
Springfield; resides in Chatham. 
Kiana Busch ’19 is an emotional/
behavior teacher in Plainfield 
School District 202; resides in 
Yorkville. 
Matthew Carlson ’19 is a special 
education English teacher at York 
Community High School; fresh-
man boys baseball coach; resides in 
Schaumburg. 
Emily Ditzler ’19 teaches fifth grade 
at Centennial Elementary School; 
resides in Polo. 
Jenny Goyer ’19 is the interim 
office manager at Steppenwolf 
Theatre Company; resides in West-
ern Springs.
Alison Petrick ’19 is an English 
teacher at Sherman High School; 
resides in McKinney, Texas.
Anne Reesor ’19 is an IT recruiter 
with Brooksource; resides in Chi-
cago. 
Lauren Simpson, M.S. ’19, is an 
assistant director of athletic com-
munications at Cornell University; 
resides in Ithaca, New York. 
Sydney Trentz ’19 is a marketing 
analyst for The Horton Group; 
resides in Lockport. 
Miranda Turner ’19 is a main sur-
gery services registered nurse at 
Memorial Medical Center; resides 
in Springfield. 
Military 
J. Kent Lord ’89, ’94, is a U.S. Army 
Reserve career counselor; resides 
with his wife, Amy (Rasner) ’96, 
in Quincy. 
Craig Osborne ’89 retired after a 
30-year career with the U.S. Army; 
chief of staff of the Johns Hopkins 
University School of Advanced 
International Studies; resides in 
Haymarket, Virginia. 
Justin Artman ’18, M.S. ’20, is a 
safety and occupational health spe-
cialist with the U.S. Army at Fort 
McCoy, Wisconsin; resides with 
his wife, Robin, in Bloomington.
In memory
Faculty/Staff
Nancy L. Chapman, Health, Physi-
cal Education, and Recreation; 
8/19
Stanley W. Renner, English; 9/19 
Mildred L. Tjaden, Milner Library; 
10/19 
William D. Zeller, Curriculum and 
Instruction; 12/19 
30s
Wilda E. (Yoder) Kennedy ’39, ’59; 
11/19 
40s
Clarence D. Richardson ’41; 10/19 
Lois R. (Lawrence) Heck ’42; 8/19 
Out and about 
The campus has remained a popular place for faculty, staff, students and 
members of the community to exercise throughout the weeks of staying 
at home. Among those who enjoyed a walk on a sunny day were Student 
Affairs Vice President Levester “LJ” Johnson and his sons, Elijah, 20, left, 
and Isaiah, 21. More photos of Quad walkers are posted on Illinois State’s 
Facebook page.
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Jean E. (Dunnington) Morris ’42, 
’50; 11/19 
Wanda (Bugajski) Orlowski ’42; 
12/19 
Marie E. (Gorman) Verbout ’43; 
9/19
Eunice L. (Sancken) Domina ’44; 
11/18  
Lela V. Sutter ’44; 6/19 
Helen R. (Bundy) Brown ’45; 12/19 
Maxine E. (Sponsler) Rhodes ’46; 
11/19 
Laverda F. (Sparks) Taylor ’46; 
10/19 
Carolyn B. (Buccholz) Mehlberg 
’47; 10/19 
John F. Corradetti ’49; 11/19 
Lucille A. (Kieser) Rock ’49; 10/19 
50s
Robert E. Bonnen ’50; 9/19 
John T. Gillen ’50, M.S. ’56; 12/19 
Anthony Gutierrez ’50; 9/19 
Stanley B. Holzhauer ’50, M.S. ’57; 
10/19 
Rosemarie (Castelli) Shalek ’50; 
8/19 
Charles R. Van Dyke ’50; 10/19 
George W. English ’51, M.S. ’57; 
8/19 
Robert A. Payton ’51; 12/19
Dorthy F. Peter ’51; 10/19 
Marjorie E. (Davis) Sanders ’51; 
11/19
Byron D. Zehr ’51; 12/19  
Betty J. (Crews) Capodice ’52; 
12/19 
Betty E. (Sarlitto) Gillen ’52; 12/19
Rose E. (Lundberg) Norman ’52; 
9/19 
Stanley G. Rives ’52, M.S. ’55; 11/19 
Herbert F. Voigts ’52; 9/19 
Shirley M. (Danforth) Wallace ’52; 
8/19 
Mary M. (Mulkern) Behr ’53; 10/19 
Maurice A. Eikleberry ’53; 12/19
Marian (Gardner) Hinderliter ’53; 
12/19 
Lillabelle M. (Lebegue) Steck ’53; 
8/19 
Evan A. Strawn ’53; 12/19
Blanca R. (Martinez) Hopper ’54; 
8/17
Joe L. Mildred ’54; 8/19 
Mary J. (McNeal) Nelson ’54; 11/19 
Pauline (Johnson) Sharp ’54; 12/19
Lois L. (Lauterbach) Woods ’54; 
9/19 
Kenneth L. Crotchett ’55, M.S. ’59; 
11/19 
Lawanda F. Dillow-Harmon ’55, 
M.S. ’74; 8/19 
Ronald Evelsizer ’55, M.S. ’64; 9/19
John D. Holcomb ’55, M.S. ’56; 9/19 
Edith M. (Gisinger) Jackson ’55; 
10/19 
Lyle E. Hastings ’56; 11/19 
Nancy J. (Wyatt) Holcomb ’56; 1/13
Edward F. Jones ’56, M.S. ’57; 10/19 
Donald J. Kowalczyk ’56; 10/19
Harry A. Lane ’56; 10/19 
Dona J. (Puls) McLaughlin ’56; 
9/19 
Ramona Determan, M.S. ’57; 10/19
Carl F. Firley ’57; 11/19 
Joyce C. (Miller) Goldberg ’57; 
12/19 
Donna L. (Schmidt) Held ’57; 12/19 
Maurice A. Hesse ’57; 9/19 
Raymond S. Ihrcke ’57; 8/19
Ross H. Muench ’57, M.S. ’63; 10/19 
Judith A. (Cunning) Murphy ’57; 
12/19
Jerome H. Symons ’57; 12/19 
Ollan E. Coyle ’58, M.S. ’63; 9/19 
John E. Fischer ’58; 12/19 
Joan A. (Bina) Coupland ’59; 1/19 
James E. Hunt ’59; 9/19
Thomas E. Krones ’59, M.S. ’64; 
9/19 
60s
Loren R. Gillan ’60; 11/19 
John C. Martin ’60; 8/19 
Beverly A. (Bolin) Nelson ’60; 
11/19 
Shirley A. (Davis) Wade ’60; 11/17 
Robert J. Avery, M.S. ’62; 10/19 
Garrett E. Mansfield ’62; 11/19 
Clara C. (Greenleaf ) Potterville 
’62; 10/19 
J. Eugene Williams ’62; 9/19 
Willie M. (Hudson) Long ’63; 8/19 
Calvin D. Snow ’63; 8/19 
Richard E. Birkenbeuel ’64, M.S. 
’65; 12/19
Barbara K. (Drescher) Borg ’64; 
9/19 
Jean C. (Quimby) Feller ’64; 10/19 
Melanie M. (Richard) Frett ’64; 
10/19 
Kenneth W. Hanck ’64; 11/19 
Jacqueline J. (Brannan) Petty ’64, 
M.S. ’70; 12/19
Carol A. Schaal ’64; 11/19 
Rodger H. Wellenreiter ’64; 8/19 
Sandra K. (Wirtjes) Drake ’65; 
12/19
Merrill Hubble ’65, M.S. ’66; 11/19 
Robert L. Kerwin ’65, M.S. ’70; 
10/19
Henry A. McClenning ’65; 12/19
William A. Sharp ’65; 8/19 
Ben L. Welch ’65; 8/19 
Douglas D. Leman ’66; 10/19 
Nancy J. Molignoni ’66; 9/19 
Jan M. Peterson ’66, ’67; 10/19 
Charles R. Stark ’66, M.S. ’68; 11/19 
Kathy S. Hornback ’67; 8/19 
Darlene M. (Bell) Tamburini ’67, 
M.S. ’94; 10/19
Marcia E. (Kuhn) Gnuschke Taylor 
’67; 11/19
Garland F. Brown ’68; 9/19 
Becky R. (Childers) Cook ’68; 11/19 
Stephen A. Harvey ’68, M.S. ’69; 
9/19 
John R. Porter Jr. ’68; 8/19 
Candace K. (Kane) Schultz ’68; 
9/19 
Thomas J. Sweeney ’68, M.S. ’70; 
12/19 
Raye E. (Friese) Tombaugh ’68; 
12/19
Pamela K. Baer ’69, M.S. ’75; 8/19 
Jack S. Bishop ’69; 11/19 
Doris C. (Parish) Daws, M.S. ’69; 
10/19 
Steven R. McCullough ’69; 10/19 
John R. McKittrick ’69, M.S. ’73; 
8/19 
Robert A. Mervine ’69; 11/19 
70s
Gary A. Appel ’70; 9/19 
Kenneth H. Behrens ’70; 12/19 
Robert F. Finch ’70; 11/19 
Sherry L. (Bracy) Putman ’70; 
10/19 
William D. Fraser ’71; 10/19 
Robert J. Harris Jr., Ph.D. ’71; 12/19 
Jon D. Hinrichs, M.S. ’71; 12/19
Robert E. Kring ’71; 7/09
Larry D. Richoz ’71; 10/19 
Richard C. Allen ’72; 6/19
Three easy ways to submit your information
1)  Go online to Alumni.IllinoisState.edu/ClassNotes and click  
on “class notes.” Information submitted using this method  
will also be posted online.
2) Email your news to sjblyst@IllinoisState.edu.
3)  Mail your news to Class Notes, Illinois State University,  
Alumni Engagement, Campus Box 3100, Normal, IL 61790-
3100. Please include your graduation year, major, maiden 
name when applicable, and daytime phone number for 
verification purposes. News releases and information from 
published news clippings may also be used. Engagements and 
pregnancies will not be published.
For additional information, contact Alumni Engagement at  
(309) 438-2586 or by email at alumni@IllinoisState.edu. 
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Cecilia M. Carreon, M.A. ’72; 12/19 
Patrick M. Atkins ’73; 9/19 
Gary E. Carr ’73; 9/19 
Deborah A. Cutchin ’73; 9/19
John E. Donovan, M.S. ’73, M.S. 
’81; 12/19
Edward C. Fisher ’73; 11/19 
Daniel F. Greil ’73; 8/19 
Susan A. (Schoppa) Hanks ’73; 8/19 
John D. Johnson, M.A. ’73; 12/19 
Katheryn E. (Logan) Krueger ’73, 
M.S. ’78; 10/19 
Diana K. (Shemmel) Meredith ’73; 
11/19 
Lynn J. (Yeazel) Myers ’73; 12/19 
Carroll J. Oien, M.S. ’73; 10/19
Cathy L. Sher ’73, M.S. ’75; 10/19 
Robert D. Welch, M.S. ’73; 10/19
Robert L. Carter ’74; 11/19 
Thomas A. Crouch ’74; 12/19 
David L. Locke ’74; 11/19 
Don V. Blessing ’75; 10/19 
David J. Graham ’75, M.S. ’78; 10/19 
Sherrie L. (Harrison) Malicoat 
’75; 9/19 
Rory T. McClure ’75; 8/19
Kathryn D. (Clausen) Middleton 
’75; 9/19 
O. David Penicook ’75; 8/19 
Craig R. Russell ’75; 8/19
Kim P. Gouker ’76; 9/19 
Thomas C. Hare ’76; 12/19 
Joseph C. Jung ’76; 12/19
Mark R. Goldsmith ’77; 9/17 
Thomas E. Renchen ’77; 8/19 
Joan M. (Evers) Strabala ’77; 9/19
Marjorie J. (McAllister) Swanberg, 
M.S. ’77; 11/19 
Linda K. Koch ’78; 2/19 
Charlotte D. (Kieffer) Mitrisin ’78; 
8/19 
Gloria J. (Spring) Myers ’78; 8/19 
Mark S. Sheppard ’78; 9/19 
Jerry E. Ritchey, Ed.D. ’79; 8/19 
Byron Smith ’79; 8/19 
80s
Brian J. McClowry ’80; 8/19
Jean D. (Lightfoot) Stedman ’80; 
11/19
Patricia A. (Thiemann) Stephens 
’80; 9/19 
Kenneth J. Washington ’80; 2/16
Denise M. (Robinson) Akande ’81; 
9/19 
Susan B. (Wakeman) Wright ’81; 
8/19 
Richard B. Young ’81; 9/19 
Susan A. (Scanlon) Krenek ’82; 
7/19 
John B. Ringer ’82; 10/19 
Howard A. Warso ’82; 3/15
Martin F. Krutke ’83; 12/19 
Joseph P. Penne ’83; 9/19 
Barbara J. Wagner ’84; 8/19 
Richard C. Corneglio Jr. ’85; 9/19 
Mary M. (Wallbaum) Kline Fair-
field ’85; 12/19 
Elaine H. (LeCrawford) Lehmann 
Thomas ’85; 1/19 
Nancy J. (Maxwell) Wing, M.S. 
’85; 10/19 
Robert M. Zeschke ’86; 9/19 
Heather B. (Fraser) Justin ’87; 
12/19 
Kathleen (Driscoll) Maxfield ’87; 
7/19
Robin L. Clark-Jones ’88; 9/19 
Susan M. (Best) Gualandi ’88, MFA 
’91; 9/19 
Kimberly D. (Cullison) Schultz 
’88; 11/19 
Matthew W. Withers IV ’88; 9/19 
Rex L. Tingle ’89; 12/19
90s
Rosemary Brill, M.S. ’91; 9/19 
Bonnie L. Blair ’93; 10/19 
Lisa M. (Turek) Hensle ’93, M.S. 
’97; 12/19
Edna R. (Penn) Jones, M.S. ’94; 
11/19 
Lawrence R. Michaels ’94; 10/19 
Julie R. (Bauman) Swango, M.S. 
’94; 12/19 
Ronald W. Chickering, MBA ’97; 
8/19 
Anand U. Deoskar ’99; 10/19 
00s
Paul Gamboa ’00; 9/19 
Peggy L. (Reid) Santiago ’02; 12/19 
Robert E. Dillard ’03; 8/19 
Samuel M. Clementz ’04; 9/19 
Jeffrey H. King, M.S. ’04; 12/19 
Michael P. Cofer ’05, ’13; 10/19 
Bryan M. Chovancek ’08; 12/19
10s
Paul S. Dela Cruz ’11; 8/18 
Mindy L. Simpson ’11; 11/19 
Matthew A. Boehm ’13; 12/19 
Michelle C. Denowh, MSW ’13; 
11/19 
Dawn M. (Witwicki) Paulson, 
Ed.D. ’14; 10/19 
Blake O. Cowden ’17; 12/19 
Sean D. Lorenzen ’18; 12/19 
It starts with a single action. One Redbird, one gift, 
one life changed.
You are Redbirds Rising.
Because of you, Illinois State can continue to lead 
with excellence. Your contributions open doors for 
current and future Redbirds and educate the next 
generation of world-changers. 
You are Redbirds Rising. Thank you.
To learn more about your remarkable impact on Illinois 
State University, or to make a life-changing gift today, visit
Giving.IllinoisState.edu.
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Chad Guenther’s life is best described as a series of 
contradictions: The 6'2" natural athlete was unable to 
compete, and had a great sense of humor despite living 
with a terminal illness. He was diagnosed at 10 with  
Ebstein’s Anomoly, a malformation of the tricuspid 
heart valve, and not expected to reach 30. 
Chad enrolled at ISU briefly before opting to work 
at State Farm Insurance Company, then took on risky 
jobs such as high-rise construction in Chicago.  
In his early 30s, Chad became symptomatic and 
began medication. He suffered a massive stroke at 38 
and was unable to talk or walk. He recovered and later 
underwent surgery followed by therapy at Northwest-
ern Hospital’s Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago. 
There he met Mennonite College of Nursing (MCN) 
graduates, whose encouragement allowed him to make 
a near complete recovery.
His health, however, could not be sustained. Chad 
died of another stroke on May 3, 2016. 
His parents, Hank ’70, M.S. ’71, and Joan (Love) 
Guenther ’69, endowed the Chad Henry Guenther  
Scholarship to help MCN students. Gillian Buendia ’19,  
a nurse in the Neuro/Surgical Intermediate Unit at OSF 
St. Francis Medical Center in Peoria, is the first recipient. 
“We didn’t want to only memorialize Chad,” said 
his mother Joan, “but also emphasize the spirit of 
encouragement nurses embody and the need for young 
people to step up in the field of nursing.” 
Support your passion at ISU and impact a student’s Redbird experi-
ence. You can make a gift online at IllinoisState.edu/Giving or by calling 
(309) 438-8041.
Thanks  






State Farm Hall of Business provides intriguing 
architecture with a six-story, 1,000-plus square 
foot open area. A glass wall on five levels offers a 
picturesque view of the courtyard. The building’s 
atrium serves as the crossroads between classrooms 
on the west side and office space for faculty and 
administrators. The atrium provides conversation or 
study space for business students whose classes were 
scattered across campus before the building opened at 
the start of the 2005 spring semester. 
